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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

POL 353H PROTEST COUNTER-MOVEMENTS IN EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA  
SPRING 2022 

 
Instructors: Anna Johnson and Emma Gill-Alderson         
E-mail: anna.johnson@mail.utoronto.ca and e.gill.alderson@mail.utoronto.ca (please allow two full 
days for response time during the week during the academic term) 
 
Course delivery details: this course was originally an in-person course. Because of the current wave of 
COVID, classes will be held virtually (on Zoom) until at least January 31st. Please check the Quercus 
site at least once per week to receive updates on course delivery, as the course may continue online or 
resume in-person depending on the status of the pandemic after January 31st.  
Course place and time: Mondays 10:00 am to 12:00 noon, either virtually on Zoom or in UC 244 
 
Virtual office hours: Emma will hold her office hour on Wednesday from 3-4pm or by appointment. 
Anna will hold her office hour Monday from 2-3pm or by appointment. 
Camera use: Students are strongly encouraged to use a camera during class discussion time as well as 
virtual office hours.  
 
Themes: This course examines the development and impact of counter-movements to progressive 
social movements in Canada, the United States and Western Europe.  Among the cases considered are 
opposition to civil rights, women’s rights, sexual orientation, Indigenous and environmental activism. 
Questions to be addressed include why particular counter-movements emerge when they do, what 
relationships they develop with mainstream political institutions and how theories of movement 
formation explain bursts of organized counter-protest.  
 
Course objectives: Strong emphasis is placed on enhancing students’ writing as well as analytic skills, 
particularly with respect to assessing texts, evaluating arguments, and participating in a lecture-based 
course. 
 
Course requirements: Synchronous weekly lectures (either virtual or in-person). Students are expected 
to write one reflection paper, one paper that applies theories of social movements, and one term test. 
Given the strong overlap among lecture content, discussion content, and student assignments, it is 
important that students attend and participate in weekly lectures. Participation will be evaluated 
based on the strength of your contribution to discussions. The minimum expectation for virtual classes 
is that students attend with their cameras on. If you are unable to do this, please contact us before 
class. Students are urged to prepare written comments on weekly readings as a basis for weekly 
discussion periods and as a foundation for successfully completing the papers and term test.  
 
Grading scheme:  
Participation    ongoing   10% 
Reflection paper   due 31 January  25% 
Analytic paper   due 7 March                   40% 
Open book test   4 April    25% 
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Written assignments: Develop a coherent, concise response to the question posed, using empirical 
evidence to support your position. Criteria used in the assessment of student papers include clarity of 
the writing and argumentation, organized sequencing of ideas, evidence of clear reasoning and 
support for core claims, facility with relevant sources (including engaging with different scholarly 
approaches to your topic), and ability to effectively apply relevant theories to the essay topic. Students 
must respond directly to the questions using qualitative and/or quantitative evidence; neither essay 
assignment for POL 344 involves writing a rhetorical opinion piece. Students are strongly urged to 
reserve an early appointment with their college writing centre to ensure their two essays and term 
test meet writing expectations in an upper-level undergraduate course in political science at the 
University of Toronto. 
 
Two course papers: Instructions follow this outline. Written assignments must be submitted online via 
Quercus as Word documents by 11:59 pm Toronto, Ontario time on the due date. Note strictly 
enforced late penalty for both the reflection paper and analytic essay. Grading regulations are clearly 
delineated in the Faculty of Arts and Science calendar. Given the close integration between lecture 
content and student work, written assignments must be completed and submitted in the order 
indicated on this outline. No other assignments will be admitted as substitutes for the course 
requirements outlined on this syllabus. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and will be dealt with accordingly.  For further clarification 
and information on plagiarism, see Writing at the University of Toronto:   
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources 
 
Back up your work: Students are strongly advised to keep rough and draft work, and to make hard 
copies of their essays before handing them in online to the instructor. These backup versions should 
be retained until the marked assignments have been returned and the grades posted on ACORN. 
 
Late penalty for written work: A late penalty of 5 percentage points per day including 
Saturdays and Sundays will be assessed for both the reflection paper and analytic essay assignments. 
Only in rare circumstances will a full or partial waiver of the late penalty be considered, and waivers 
will only be considered on the basis of documentation submitted to Accessibility Services or your 
college registrar. Please consult one of the instructors well before the deadline if you think you’ll need 
an extension.  
 
Submitting late essays: Papers not submitted on the due date must be submitted online via Quercus as 
Word documents. The instructors assume no responsibility for papers otherwise submitted.  
 
Missed test and re-marking practices are consistent with standard policies of the Department of 
Political Science. 
 
Recommended text for students who did not complete POL344H:  
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Suzanne Staggenborg and Howard Ramos, Social Movements (3rd ed.; Don Mills: Oxford 
University Press, 2016). 

 
Required text: We have decided not to use a textbook this semester. Course readings are available on 
the library website (https://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/) and in Robarts library, or else will be 
posted on the course Quercus page.  
 
 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
*Please check the course Quercus page regularly. We plan to post a short article/excerpt most weeks 
in addition to the readings below*   
 
10 January – Introduction  
Overview of syllabus  
 
Every Day Is Jan. 6 now: [editorial]. (2022, Jan 02). New York Times 
 
17 January – Identifying theories of social movements and counter-movements  
Staggenborg and Ramos, chapter 2 (page 15 -33) 
 
Jane Mansbridge and Shauna L. Shames, “Toward a Theory of Backlash: Dynamic Resistance and the 
Central Role of Power,” Politics & Gender 4:4 (December 2008), 623-34. 
 
Mudde, Cas. 2019. The Far Right Today. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, chap. 3 
 
24 January – What motivates counter-movements?  
Staggenborg and Ramos, chapter 3 (page 34-63) 
 
Roth, Silke. 2018. “Introduction: Contemporary Counter-Movements in the Age of Brexit and Trump.” 
Sociological Research Online 23 (2): 496–506. https://doi.org/10.1177/1360780418768828. 
 
Shultziner, Doron, and Irit S Kornblit. “French Yellow Vests (Gilets Jaunes): Similarities and 
Differences With Occupy Movements.” Sociological Forum (Randolph, N.J.) 35, no. 2 (2020): 535–42. 
 
31 January – Opposition to civil rights and the rise of the alt right **Reflection paper due** 
Sara Diamond, Roads to Dominion: Right-Wing Movements and Political Power in the United States (New 
York: Guilford, 1995), chap. 3. 
 
Hawley, George. “The Alt-Right’s Goals And Predecessors.” In Making Sense of the Alt-Right, New 
York Chichester, West Sussex: Columbia University Press, 2018.  
 
7 February – “All lives matter” and political gaslighting  
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Amanda Nell Edgar and Andre E. Johnson, The struggle over Black Lives Matter and All Lives Matter, 
Chapter 2, page 23-46 
 
Sniderman, P. M., Piazza, T., Tetlock, P. E., & Kendrick, A. (1991). The New Racism. American Journal 
of Political Science, 35(2), 423–447. 
 
Robinson. (2015). “Personal Preference” as the New Racism: Gay Desire and Racial Cleansing in 
Cyberspace. Sociology of Race and Ethnicity (Thousand Oaks, Calif.), 1(2), 317–330.  
 
14 February – Pushback against reproductive rights  
Rosalind Pollack Petchesky, Abortion and Women’s Choice: The State, Sexuality and Reproductive Freedom 
(Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1990), chap. 7. 
 
Sharp, & Earle, S. (2002). Feminism, Abortion and Disability: Irreconcilable differences? Disability & 
Society, 17(2), 137–145. 
21 February – **Family Day/reading week, no class or office hour** 
 
28 February – A history of women against women’s rights  
Mary-Jo Nadeau, “Rebuilding the House of Canadian Feminism: NAC and the Racial Politics of 
Participation,” in Sylvia Bashevkin, ed., Opening Doors Wider: Women’s Political Engagement 
in Canada (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2009), 33-48. 
 
Donald T. Critchlow, Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A Woman’s Crusade (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2005), chap. 9. 
 
Pearce, Ruth, Sonja Erikainen, and Ben Vincent. 2020. “TERF Wars: An Introduction.” The Sociological 
Review (Keele) 68 (4): 677–98. 
 
7 March – Anti-LGBTQ movements and pushback against trans rights **analytic essay due**  
Tina Fetner, “Working Anita Bryant: The Impact of Christian Anti-Gay Activism on Lesbian and Gay 
Movement Claims,” Social Problems 48:3 (2001), 411-28.  
 
Mary McAuliffe and Sinead Kennedy, “Defending Catholic Ireland,” in Kuhar, Roman, and David 
Paternotte, eds., Anti-Gender Campaigns in Europe : Mobilizing Against Equality. London ;: Rowman & 
Littlefield International, 2017. Page 133-150 
 
McLean, Craig. “The Growth of the Anti-Transgender Movement in the United Kingdom. The Silent 
Radicalization of the British Electorate.” International Journal of Sociology 51, no. 6 (2021): 473–82. 
 
OR 
 
Amy L. Stone, “More than Adding a T: American lesbian and gay activists’ attitudes towards 

transgender inclusion,” Sexualities 12:3 (2009), 334-54. 
 
14 March – Colonialism, capitalism, and pushback against environmental movements  
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Michael Allan Wolf, “Overtaking the Fifth Amendment: The Legislative Backlash against 
Environmentalism,” Fordham Environmental Law Journal 6:3 (1994), 637-60. 
 
Hall, R. (2013), Diamond Mining in Canada's Northwest Territories: A Colonial Continuity. Antipode, 
45: 376-393. 
 
Deborah McGregor, “Coming Full Circle: Indigenous Knowledge, Environment, and Our Future,” 
American Indian Quarterly 28: 3/4 (Summer 2004), 385-410. 
 
21 March – Playing favourites: the state and social/counter-movements   
Estes, N., & Dhillon, J. (Eds.). (2019). Standing with standing rock : Voices from the #nodapl 
movement. University of Minnesota Press. Chapter 26. 
 
Cole, Desmond. (2020). The skin we’re in : a year of Black resistance and power. Doubleday Canada. 

“Honoured Group (June)”, pg 71-89 
 
Smith. (2005). Social Movements and Judicial Empowerment: Courts, Public Policy, and Lesbian and 

Gay Organizing in Canada. Politics & Society, 33(2), 327–353 
 
 
28 March – The globalization of counter-movements  
Moghadam, Valentine M. Globalizing Women : Transnational Feminist Networks. (Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2005). Ch. 2 
 
Hermansson, Patrik, David Lawrence, Joe Mulhall, and Simon Murdoch. 2020. The International Alt-
Right: Fascism for the 21st Century? (Milton: Routledge, 2020). ch. 9 
 
Clifford Bob, The Global Right Wing and the Clash of World Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2012)., Ch. 4 
 
4 April – Term test, in class 
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Reflection Paper Assignment  
 

Reflection paper, due January 31st  
Answer the following question in an essay of no more than 1000 words (4 double-spaced, typed pages 
using 12 point font). Note strictly enforced late penalty, explained earlier in this outline. Ensure that 
you retain back-up copies of your work. This assignment is meant to act as an outline for the final 
analytic essay, so please take some time to think about a topic you will be interested in focusing on 
throughout the semester. Note that this is a two-part assignment consisting of a reflection paper (Part 
I) and a section proposing theories you will consider in the analytic paper with a brief bibliography of 
proposed sources (Part II). Both parts should be submitted to Quercus in a single document.  
 
Part I (approx. 3 pages) 
What contemporary social movement operating in North America or Europe has most directly 
shaped your life, including the values you hold and your plans for the future? What backlash 
movements have affected your experience or impacted your perspective on the issue? What 
empirical measures permit you to gauge its influence? You might reflect on reactions to a specific 
mobilization such as #MeToo, Idle No More or Black Lives Matter, or a wider phenomenon such as 
environmentalism, feminism, sexual diversity activism or decolonization. Be sure to explain clearly 
when you learned about the mobilization, how opposing movements challenged or altered your 
perspectives, and what indicators show this counter-movement exerted an impact. You may also 
choose to write a reflection paper that explains how counter-movements have impacted a particular 
social movement that you have not been directly involved in.  
 
Part II (approx. 1 page + Bibliography) 
What theories discussed in class and in the course readings might best explain the social movement 
and counter-movement(s) discussed in Part I? What theories might be challenged? Briefly explain 
your preliminary thoughts based on your reflection paper. In bibliography format, propose 5 
sources that you might use in your analytic paper to examine these movement/counter-movements 
and theories in greater depth. Please use one of APA, MLA, or Chicago style guides to format your 
citations. 
 
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and will be dealt with accordingly.  For further clarification 
and information on plagiarism, see Writing at the University of Toronto:   
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources 
 

*** 
Analytic Essay Assignment  

Analytic essay, due March 7 
Develop a coherent and concise response to the following question, using empirical evidence from 
your life experiences reported in the reflection paper, as well as evidence from news articles and 
scholarly research to support your position.  
 
Answer the following question in an essay of about 2000 words, excluding bibliography (8 double-
spaced, typed pages using 12-point font). Note strictly enforced late penalty, explained earlier in this 
outline. Ensure that you retain back-up copies of your work.  
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What theory or theories of social movements and counter-movements best explain the interplay 
between a particular social movement and the associated counter-movement(s), as well as their 
relative impact on public policy? What theory or theories are disconfirmed?  
 
Be sure to develop your argument using a full set of lecture notes and course readings. These 
materials will enable you to gain a firm understanding of the main streams of social 
movement/counter-movement theorizing and their application to empirical cases. Be sure to use 
quotation marks around all direct quotations and cite the full source including the page number from 
which each quotation is drawn. All summaries as well as paraphrases of other authors’ work should 
also cite the full source and the page number. You are not required to conduct additional research to 
course lecture and readings, but you may need to if you are looking for particular evidence or are 
lacking relevant perspectives for your approach. Students are required to develop their arguments 
using theories discussed in class. Students are encouraged to focus on themes/movements discussed 
in class but may choose a different topic with the permission of the instructors.  
 
Plagiarism is a serious academic offence and will be dealt with accordingly.  For further clarification 
and information on plagiarism, see Writing at the University of Toronto:   
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources 
 
 
 


