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POL320: Modern Political Thought 
Session: Summer, 2014 

 
Time and Place: M W 18:00-20:00, UC 163 

Instructors: Kiran Banerjee and Mauricio Suchowlansky 
E-mail: k.banerjee@utoronto.ca & mauricio.suchowlansky@mail.utoronto.ca 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 16:00-18:00, by appointment 
 

Teaching Assistants: Robert Ballingall and Igor Shoikhedbrod  
Teaching Assistants Email: igor.shoikhedbrod@utoronto.ca & rob.ballingall@utoronto.ca 

Tutorials: W 17:00-18:00 and W 20:00-21:00, UC 67 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course focuses on a number of central texts from the 18th and 19th century, all of which 
have had an enduring influence on the history of political thought. By working through these 
canonical texts, students will be introduced to a number of perspectives in the Enlightenment 
tradition of political theory while also canvassing some of the important critical responses to 
Enlightenment thought. Topics the course will address include the grounds of political 
legitimacy, the significance of freedom and equality, the nature of autonomy, as well as the place 
of justice and morality in political life. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Basic Political Writings, Hackett. 

Immanuel Kant, Toward Perpetual Peace and Other Writings, Yale. 
G. W. F. Hegel, Elements of the Philosophy of Right, Cambridge. 

Karl Marx, The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Tucker, Norton. 
John Stuart Mill, The Basic Writings of John Stuart Mill, Modern Library. 

Friedrich Nietzsche, The Basic Writings of Friedrich Nietzsche, Modern Library. 
N.B. Additional Readings to be Posted to Blackboard 

 
FORMAT AND REQUIREMENTS 

 
Each class session will begin with a lecture, followed by a brief period specifically devoted to 
class discussions and questions; student participation is strongly encouraged. Moreover, students 
should be aware that they are responsible for the materials covered in the lectures as well as the 
course readings, so consistent attendance at lecture and tutorial is imperative. 
 
1. First term in-class test (20% of the final grade). An in-class test is schedule for June 11th. 

The midterm will assess knowledge and comprehension of the course texts covered thus far. 
 
2. Second term in-class test (20% of the final grade). An in-class test is schedule for July 

16th. The second midterm will assess knowledge and comprehension of the course texts 
covered thus far. 
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3. Term paper (25% of the final grade). Term paper topics will be distributed in advance. 

The paper is due at the beginning of class on the last day of class. The term paper will be 
comparative. Directions for the assignment will be made available subsequently. 

 
4. Final exam (25% of the final grade). A comprehensive final exam is schedule for the exam 

period. The exam will assess knowledge and comprehension from the entire course. 
  
5. Tutorial Participation (10% of the final grade). 
 

Intensive Essay Option: students interested in a more writing intensive assignment structure 
have the option of writing one additional essay in the place of the second midterm, also 
worth 20% and due on the same day of the second midterm. The essay topic will be 
comparative and involve the texts covered thus far. Because of the compressed nature of the 
course this alternative assignment option is only by special request and students must contact 
the instructors and confirm their intention to pursue this option no later than June 11th. Once 
committed, students will be expected to submit an essay in lieu of the second midterm.  
 

COURSE RULES AND POLICIES 
 
Extensions and Make-ups: No extensions or make-ups will be granted on midterms or essays 
unless students have acceptable reasons that are adequately documented – for example, a medical 
emergency supported by an official U of T medical certificate.  Extensions and permission to 
write make-up midterms or the final exam will only be granted in extenuating and unavoidable 
circumstances outlined to the instructors in writing or via email prior to the due date in question.  
Extensions will not be granted in any case after the submission deadline or mid-term. 
Appropriate documentation must be submitted within one week of the missed course 
requirement.  Multiple assignments or midterms from other courses scheduled for the same date 
– or other work commitments – do not constitute acceptable reasons for extensions, so please 
plan accordingly. All make-up tests will be held on the morning of the last day of the course. 
 
Late Penalties: Essays are to be handed in at the beginning of class on the date that they are due.  
Late papers will automatically be penalized 2 points plus 3 points per calendar day of lateness, 
weekends included. All late work should be submitted to the main desk of the Political Science 
Department (3rd floor of Sidney Smith). Students must make sure late submissions are signed and 
dated by Department staff. Work submitted more than 15 days after assignment deadlines will 
not be accepted. 
 
Course Grades: If you have concerns regarding an assignment mark you should present a 
detailed written explanation (approximately 1 page single spaced) of why you feel the grade is 
unjustified to both instructors within three weeks of receiving the grade in question.  Once an 
appeal is submitted the entire assignment will be re-examined, not just the question or paragraph 
mentioned in the appeal. The appeal process can, therefore, result in one of three outcomes:  no 
change to the original grade, a higher grade, or a lower grade.   
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Office Hours and Communication: Office hours are by appointment. We will endeavor to 
respond to emails within 48 hours, weekends not included. Email is for short clarification 
questions only.  If you have concerns or questions that cannot be answered in a short response 
please see us during office hours. 
 
Plagiarism: All sources used in essays must be properly cited.  Failure to acknowledge sources 
constitutes plagiarism – a serious academic offense. For further information, see the University’s 
policy at http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize.  To guard 
against plagiarism, students may be asked to submit their work to Turnitin.com under terms set 
by the University of Toronto. 
 
Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to Turnitin.com for a review of 
textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their 
essays to be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they 
will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the 
University's use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com web site. 
 
Course Prerequisites:  It is required that students have taken POL 200.  
 
Blackboard and E-mail: All students should ensure that they have access to the course 
Blackboard website, as reading materials & course announcements will be posted electronically. 
You must make sure to regularly check your utoronto email account to make sure that you 
receive important email notices sent through Blackboard. 
 
Accessibility Needs: The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require 
accommodations for a disability, or have any accessibility concerns about the course, the 
classroom or course materials, please contact Accessibility Services as soon as possible: 
disability.services@utoronto.ca or http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility. 
 

COURSE OUTLINE & READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 

I. Introduction  
 
May 12 (M)  Introduction/Distribution of Syllabus 
    

II. Rousseau: 
 
May 14 (W)  Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, Letter, Preface, Part 1 
   [NB: Please make sure to read Rousseau’s notes] 
    
May 19 (M)   Victoria Day; University closed 
 
May 21 (W)  Discourse on the Origin of Inequality, Part 2 
   (First Tutorial Session) 
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May 26 (M)  Social Contract, Book I and II                                      
 
May 28 (W)  Social Contract III - IV 

(Second Tutorial Session) 
 

III. Kant: 
   
June 2  (M)  “What is Enlightenment?” and “Theory & Practice” 
    
June 4  (W)  “Doctrine of Right S43-62” 
   (Third Tutorial Session) 
 
June 9   (M)  “Idea for a Universal History” and “Perpetual Peace” 
    
June 11 (W)  First in-class test. 
 

IV. Hegel: 
 
June 16 (M)  “Master and Slave Dialectic” from Phenomenology of Spirit and 
                                           Philosophy of Right, Preface (entire), Par. 1, 4 - 32 
 
June 18  (W)   Philosophy of Right, 105 – 114, 142 – 157 
                           (Fourth Tutorial Session) 
    
June 23-30   Course break; No Class 
 
June 30 (M)  Course break; No Class 
 
July 2 (W)         Philosophy of Right, 257 – 259 and 330 – 360    
 

V. Marx: 
  
July 7 (M)                 “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right,” pp. 16 - 25;  

“On the Jewish Question,” p. 26 - 52; “Contribution to the Critique of  
Hegel’s Philosophy of Right: Introduction,” pp. 53 - 65 

 
July 9 (W)  “Economic & Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844,” pp. 66 - 105; “Society &  

Economy in History,” pp. 136 - 142; “Thesis on Feurbach,” pp. 143 - 145 
(Fifth Tutorial Session)   

 
July 14  (M)  “The Manifesto of the Communist Party,” pp. 473 - 500; “Critique of the  

Gotha Program,” pp. 525 - 541;  “The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis  
Bonaparte,” pp. 594 - 617; as well as “The Civil War in France, Pt. III,” 
pp. 629 - 642 

     
July 16  (W)  Second in-class test. 
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VI. Mill 
 
July 21  (M)  On Liberty, Ch. 1-2 
 
July 23  (W)  On Liberty, Ch. 3-5 
   (Sixth Tutorial Session) 
 
July 28  (M)  The Subjection of Women 
 

 
VII. Nietzsche 

 
July 30  (W)  On the Genealogy of Morals, 1st and 2nd essay 
   (Seventh Tutorial Session) 
 
Aug 4  (M)  Civic Holiday; University Closed 
 
Aug 6  (W)  Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, continued; 

Beyond Good and Evil, Preface & Aphorisms (Selections on Blackboard) 
   (Eighth Tutorial Session) 
 
Aug 11 (M)  REVIEW SESSION - ESSAY DUE AT START OF CLASS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


