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China's meteoric rise to great power status has triggered an intense international debate over its 
global implications. While many analyst see Beijing's rise as posing a threat to global political 
and economic stability, Chinese leaders have argued forcefully that China's efforts to regain its 
historic preeminence will result in a 'win-win" outcome for all states. This course will assess the 
merits of these contending positions through an historical examination of China's 20th century 
renaissance. 

The course will begin by tracing the long period of imperial decline in the 19th century, 
culminating in China's revolutionary rebirth as a Marxist state in 1949. A major focus will be on 
the Mao-era legacy of revolutionary diplomacy and the foreign policy consequences of its later 
transformation into a market-authoritarian powerhouse. The course will end with art assessment 
of the implications for Canada and t�e international community of China's expanding power and 
influence. 

This course is organized in a seminar format, with students rotating responsibility for 
summarizing and commenting on the readings. 

Grading Scheme 

2 Term Tests @ 25% each= 50% 
Participation 20% 
Essay 30% 

Readings 

Topics and assigned readings will be posted as PDFs or links on a weekly basis in the modules 
sections of Quercus, on the schedule contained in the sylla�us .. No text is required. 

Topics and Readings 

September 10 Course Introduction and Overview: Defining the 'China Challenge' 

1. Randall Peerenboom, The China Model: Threat to the West or Model
for the Rest, Chapter 1.

2. Martin Jacques, When China Rules the Worlg, Chapter 11.
3. Video "Two Coasts of China"








