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            COMPARATIVE FOREIGN POLICY 
  
  
Comparing foreign policies requires an understanding of the 
rules of international politics, geopolitics, international political 
economy, strategy, and the interests, history, political culture, 
institutions and policy-making practices of the states to be 
compared. Theoretical frameworks have been proposed by 
various scholars of international politics, particularly since 1950.  
The subject is not only complex but also, from an academic 
viewpoint, highly theoretical.  For these reasons, its breadth and 
complexity can only be introduced in the span of a single half 
course. 
  
This course will attempt to introduce students to the objectives 
and processes of foreign policy making in several important 



states.  The review of the foreign policies of these major states 
will involve: a brief overview of the historical development of 
these states; their cultural peculiarities; the processes which 
“make” those policies; the bureaucratic structures which serve 
and influence them; and the external and domestic influences 
on them.   All these will be seen through the viewpoint of a 
“comparative foreign policy” analyst. 
  
  
  
  
            Required Texts   
  

1. Ryan K. Beasley, Juliet Kaarbo, Jeffrey S. Lantis and Michael T. 
Snarr ed.“Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective: 
Domestic and International Influences on State Behavior” 2nd; 
CQ Press/Sage, 2013  

2. All other readings on the syllabus will be made available 
electronically through the Library course reserve system. 
Readings marked with a * are recommended. 
 

            Grading 
  
The course evaluation will be based on a mid-term quiz in class  
(value: 25%, Feb. 6), a written assignment (value: 40% due at the 
beginning of class March 6), and a final examination (value: 
35%, Date TBD). 
  
 
 
Essay Assignment: 
 



Students will be expected to write an essay comparing the 
foreign policies approaches of two states covered in the course 
on a particular issue of the students choice (human rights, 
nuclear proliferation, climate change…) The length of the paper 
should not exceed 2500 words (not including 
references).   Electronic submissions will not be accepted.  Late 
papers will be penalized at the rate of 2% per day including 
weekends.  Extensions will be granted only with documentary 
evidence of illness or other emergencies.  This assignment will 
be further discussed in class. 
  
  
Topics and Readings 
Part I: Comparing Foreign Policies 
  
Week 1 (Jan.9) 
The emergence and nature of nation states. 
Readings 
Juliet Kaarbo, Jeffrey S. Lantis and Ryan K Beasley; “The Analysis 
of Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective” chapter 1 in Beasly 
et al ed. Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective. 
Charles Tilly; War Making and State Making as Organized Crime; 
in Evans, Rueschemeyer and Skocpol eds. Bringing the State 
Back In, Cambridge University Press 1985,  
  
  
Week 2 (Jan.16) 
 The Current Context within which States Act 
Readings 
Neal G. Jesse, Steven E. Lobell, Galia Press-Barnathan and Kirsten 
P. Williams; “Leaders Can’t Lead When Followers Won’t Follow: 
The Limitations of Hegemony” in K.P.Williams, S.E.Lobell and N.G. 
Jesse eds. “Beyond Great Powers and Hegemons: Why 



Secondary States Support Follw or Challenge” Stanford 
University Press 2012, pp 1-33 
  
Campbell Craig; American Realism v. American Imperialism, World 
Politics, Vol.57, Oct. 2004 143-171 
  
 
Week 3 & 4 (Jan. 23 & 30) 
 
Russian Foreign Policy 
Readings 
Mariya Omelicheva; “Russian Foreign Policy: A Quest for Great 
Power Status in a Multipolar World” chapter 5 in Beasley et. al. 
ed. Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective  
  
Robert Legvold; Russian Foreign Policy in the 21stCentury & the 
Shadow of the Past: Introduction, Columbia University Press, 
2007 pp.3-34 
  
Ronald Grigor Suny; Living in the Hood:Russia, Empire, and Old 
and New Neighbors; In Legvold ed. Russian Foreign Policy, 
Columbia University Press, 2007, pp.35-76 
  
Week 5 (Feb. 6) 
Midterm Quiz (one hour in class) 
  
Week 6 & 7(Feb. 13 & 20) 
German Foreign Policy 
  
Readings 
Sebastian Harnish; “German Foreign Policy: Gulliver’s Travels in 
the 21stCentury”, chapter 4 in Beasley et. al. ed. Foreign Policy in 
Comparative Perspective  



  
Franz Josef  Meiers; The Red Lines of Security and Defense Policy of 
the Berlin Republic,International Politics, Vol. 44, no.5, September 
2007 
  
*Eva Gross; Germany and European Security and Defense 
Cooperation: The Europeanization of National Crisis Management 
Policies, Security Dialogue, Sage Publications, Vol 38, no.4, 2007, 
pp.501-520 
  
 
  
Week 8 (February 27) 
 
British Foreign Policy 
Readings 
Brian White; “British Foreign Policy: Continuity and 
Transformation” chapter 2 in Beasley et. al. ed. Foreign Policy in 
Comparative Perspective  
 
  
Week 9 (March 6) Essays due!!! 
French Foreign Policy 
  
Readings 
Adrian Treacher; “French Foreign Policy: Maintaining Global 
Ambitions” chapter 3 in Beasley et. al. ed. Foreign Policy in 
Comparative Perspective  
 
  
  
Week 10 (March 13)  
The Foreign Policy of the European Union? 



 
Readings 
Galia Press-Barnathan; “Western Europe, NATO and the United 
States: Leash Slipping Not Leash Cutting” in K.P. Williams, S.E. 
Lobell and N.G. Jesse eds. “Beyond Great Powers and Hegemons: 
Why Secondary States Support Follow or Challenge” Stanford 
University Press 2012, pp 112-127 
 
  
  
Week 11 (March 20) 
Indian Foreign Policy 
 
Readings 
Tinaz Pavri; “Coming Into Its Own: Indian Foreign Policy” chapter 
8 in Beasley et. al. ed. Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective  
  
*Nalini Kant Jha;Traditional Foundations of Nehru’s Foreign Policy 
in Contemporary Context,India Quarterly, Jan.- March 2006, 81-
120 
  
*Walter C. LadwigIII; A Cold Start for Hot Wars? The Indian Army’s 
New Limited War Doctrine; International Security, Vol.32, No. 3, 
Winter 2007/08, 158-190 
  
 
  
Week 12 (March 20) 
Chinese Foreign Policy 
 
Readings 
  



Adam P. Liff and G.John Ikenberry; Racing Toward Tragedy? 
China’s Rise, Military Competitionin the Asia Pacific, and the 
Security Dilemma; International Security, Vol.39, no.2 (fall 2014) 
pp.52-91 
 
 Zhiqun Zhu; “Foreign Policy of the Peoples Republic of China”  
chapter 6 in Beasley et. al. ed. Foreign Policy in Comparative 
Perspective  
 
*Edward N. Luttwak; The rise of China vs. The Logic of Strategy, 
esp. Chapters 4 (Historical Residues in Chinese Conduct), 9 (The 
Strategic Unwisdom of the Ancients) &10 (Strategic 
Competence: The Historical Record), Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 2012 
  
*Sumit Ganguly; Modi’s Balancing Act: India’s Conservative 
Social Agenda Threatens Its Foreign Policy; Foreign Affairs,  
March 2015 
 
Week 14 (April 3) 
Summary and Conclusions 
Readings 
  
Ryan Beasley and Michael T. Snarr; “Domestic and International 
Influences on Foreign Policy: A Comparative Perspective” 
chapter 15 in Beasley et. al. ed. Foreign Policy in Comparative 
Perspective  
  
             
  
A WARNING ABOUT PLAGIARISM 
  
Plagiarism is an academic offence with a severe penalty. 



It is essential that you understand what plagiarism is and that 
you do not commit it.  In essence, itis the theft of the thoughts or 
words of others, without giving proper credit.  You must put 
others’ words in quotation marks and cite your source(s).  You 
must give citations when using others’ ideas, even if those ideas 
are paraphrased in your own words.  Plagiarism is unacceptable 
in a university. What the university calls “plagiarism”, non-
university institutions might call “fraud”. 
The University of Toronto provides a process that faculty 
members must initiate when they suspect a case of 
plagiarism.  In the Department of Political Science, suspected 
evidence of plagiarism must be reported to the Chair; in most 
cases, the Chair passes the case on to the Dean. 
  
A faculty member may not mark an assignment or assess a 
penalty if he or she finds evidence of plagiarism – the matter 
must be reported. Penalties are assigned by the Chair, by the 
Dean or by the University of Toronto Tribunal. 
  
The following are some examples of plagiarism: 
1.             Submitting as your own an assignment written by 
someone else. 
2.             Quoting an author without indicating the source of the 
words. 
3.             Using words, sentences, or paragraphs written by 
someone else and failing to place quotation marks around the 
material and reference the source and author. Using either 
quotation marks or reference alone is not sufficient.  Both must 
be used! 

4. Adapting an author’s ideas or theme and using it as your 
own without referencing the original source. 

5. Seeking assistance from a friend or family member in respect 
to work you claim as your own. 



  
Ignorance of the rules against plagiarism is not a defense; 
students are presumed to know what plagiarism is and how to 
avoid it.  Students are especially reminded that material taken 
from the web mustbe quoted and cited in the same manner as if 
it came from a book or printed article. 
  
If you are not sure whether you have committed plagiarism, it is 
better to ask a faculty member or teaching assistant than risk 
discovery and be forced to accept an academic penalty. 
  
Plagiarism is cheating.  It is considered a serious offenceagainst 
intellectual honesty and intellectual property.  Penalties can 
be severe, ranging from a mark of “0” for the assignment or test 
in question, up to and including expulsion from the 
university. 
  
Some website listed below on avoiding plagiarism:  
‘How to Use Sources and Avoid Plagiarism’ - available at: 
 http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-
to-plagiarize 
Other Advisory Material available 
at:     http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/home 
  
  
• When Citations and References are Required 

  
The idea of a continuous ‘conversation’ is especially appropriate 
for political science, which rarely settles on definitive 
conclusions. For students to participate in the conversation, they 
must understand that while references always involve 
judgments, there are commonly accepted reasons to cite source 
material: 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/home


  
1. To indicate the source of every direct quotation; 
2. To indicate the source of material that is being paraphrased 

or summarized; 
3. To acknowledge indebtedness to other authors for opinions, 

data and ideas that are not generally regarded as common 
knowledge; 

4. To lend authority to a claim that the reader may reasonably 
be expected to question; 

5. To support a statement for which there is either a single 
authority or about which there are conflicting perspectives; 

6. To inform the reader of where to find alternative 
perspectives, corroborative authorities, or more extensive 
discussion of the topic.  

  
• Basic Features of the Chicago System of In-text Citations 

and References 
  
The in-text system of author-date references that UTM POL uses 
by default comes from the 16thedition of the Chicago Manual of 
Style, which is available through the UTM Library website. 
Instructors should draw students’ attention to chapter 15, the 
basic features of which are summarized in a ‘Quick Guide’ 
[http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
] and reproduced below (last accessed July 15, 2014).  
  
The ‘Quick Guide’ offers examples both of parenthetical citations 
and of the corresponding entries that occur in a reference list at 
the end of the essay. To provide additional commentary or 
information that would otherwise disrupt the main text of the 
essay, footnotes are used in the traditional manner. The 
reference list is arranged in alphabetical order by authors’ 
surnames. If there is more than one title by the same author, 



they are arranged in chronological order. Extensive details 
concerning more complex issues are available in Chapter 15 of 
the Manual. 
  
We encourage instructors to spend some in-class time going 
over key points covered by the ‘Quick Guide,’ drawing attention 
to both the basic principles of an ongoing scholarly 
‘conversation’ and to the specifics of the in-text citation style. 
  
  
The Chicago-Style Citation Quick Guide 
  
…In this system, sources are briefly cited in the text, usually in 
parentheses, by author’s last name and date of publication. The 
short citations are amplified in a list of references, where full 
bibliographic information is provided…. 
  
  
Author-Date: Sample Citations 
The following examples illustrate citations using the author-date 
system. Each example of a reference list entry is accompanied by 
an example of a corresponding parenthetical citation in the text. 
For more details and many more examples, see chapter 15 (Links 
to an external site.)Links to an external site. of The Chicago 
Manual of Style. 
Book 
One author 
Pollan, Michael. 2006. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History 
of Four Meals. New York: Penguin. 
(Pollan 2006, 99–100) 
Two or more authors 
Ward, Geoffrey C., and Ken Burns. 2007. The War: An Intimate 
History, 1941–1945. New York: Knopf. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/ch15/ch15_toc.html
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/16/ch15/ch15_toc.html


(Ward and Burns 2007, 52) 
For four or more authors, list all of the authors in the 
reference list; in the text, list only the first author, followed 
by et al. (“and others”): 
(Barnes et al. 2010) 
Editor, translator, or compiler instead of author 
Lattimore, Richmond, trans. 1951. The Iliad of Homer. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 
(Lattimore 1951, 91–92) 
Editor, translator, or compiler in addition to author 
García Márquez, Gabriel. 1988. Love in the Time of Cholera. 
Translated by Edith Grossman. London: Cape. 
(García Márquez 1988, 242–55) 
Chapter or other part of a book 
Kelly, John D. 2010. “Seeing Red: Mao Fetishism, Pax Americana, 
and the Moral Economy of War.” In Anthropology and Global 
Counterinsurgency, edited by John D. Kelly, Beatrice Jauregui, 
Sean T. Mitchell, and Jeremy Walton, 67–83. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press. 
(Kelly 2010, 77) 
Chapter of an edited volume originally published elsewhere 
(as in primary sources) 
Cicero, Quintus Tullius. 1986. “Handbook on Canvassing for the 
Consulship.” In Rome: Late Republic and Principate, edited by 
Walter Emil Kaegi Jr. and Peter White. Vol. 2 of University of 
Chicago Readings in Western Civilization, edited by John Boyer 
and Julius Kirshner, 33–46. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Originally published in Evelyn S. Shuckburgh, trans., The Letters of 
Cicero, vol. 1 (London: George Bell & Sons, 1908). 
(Cicero 1986, 35) 
Preface, foreword, introduction, or similar part of a book 



Rieger, James. 1982. Introduction to Frankenstein; or, The Modern 
Prometheus, by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, xi–xxxvii. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 
(Rieger 1982, xx–xxi) 
Book published electronically 
If a book is available in more than one format, cite the version 
you consulted. For books consulted online, list a URL; include an 
access date only if one is required by your publisher or discipline. 
If no fixed page numbers are available, you can include a section 
title or a chapter or other number. 
Austen, Jane. 2007. Pride and Prejudice. New York: Penguin 
Classics. Kindle edition. 
Kurland, Philip B., and Ralph Lerner, eds. 1987. The Founders’ 
Constitution. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. http://press-
pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/. 
(Austen 2007) 
(Kurland and Lerner, chap. 10, doc. 19) 
Journal article 
Article in a print journal 
In the text, list the specific page numbers consulted, if any. In the 
reference list entry, list the page range for the whole article. 
Weinstein, Joshua I. 2009. “The Market in 
Plato’s Republic.” Classical Philology 104:439–58. 
(Weinstein 2009, 440) 
Article in an online journal 
Include a DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if the journal lists one. A 
DOI is a permanent ID that, when appended to http://dx.doi.org/ 
in the address bar of an Internet browser, will lead to the source. 
If no DOI is available, list a URL. Include an access date only if one 
is required by your publisher or discipline. 
Kossinets, Gueorgi, and Duncan J. Watts. 2009. “Origins of 
Homophily in an Evolving Social Network.” American Journal of 



Sociology 115:405–50. Accessed February 28, 2010. 
doi:10.1086/599247. 
(Kossinets and Watts 2009, 411) 
Article in a newspaper or popular magazine 
Newspaper and magazine articles may be cited in running text 
(“As Sheryl Stolberg and Robert Pear noted in a New York 
Times article on February 27, 2010, . . .”), and they are commonly 
omitted from a reference list. The following examples show the 
more formal versions of the citations. If you consulted the article 
online, include a URL; include an access date only if your 
publisher or discipline requires one. If no author is identified, 
begin the citation with the article title. 
Mendelsohn, Daniel. 2010. “But Enough about Me.” New Yorker, 
January 25. 
Stolberg, Sheryl Gay, and Robert Pear. 2010. “Wary Centrists 
Posing Challenge in Health Care Vote.” New York Times, February 
27. Accessed February 28, 2010. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/28/us/politics/28health.html. 
(Mendelsohn 2010, 68) 
(Stolberg and Pear 2010) 
Book review 
Kamp, David. 2006. “Deconstructing Dinner.” Review of The 
Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals, by Michael 
Pollan. New York Times, April 23, Sunday Book Review. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/23/books/review/23kamp.ht
ml. 
(Kamp 2006) 
Thesis or dissertation 
Choi, Mihwa. 2008. “Contesting Imaginaires in Death Rituals 
during the Northern Song Dynasty.” PhD diss., University of 
Chicago. 
(Choi 2008) 
Paper presented at a meeting or conference 



Adelman, Rachel. 2009. “ ‘Such Stuff as Dreams Are Made On’: 
God’s Footstool in the Aramaic Targumim and Midrashic 
Tradition.” Paper presented at the annual meeting for the 
Society of Biblical Literature, New Orleans, Louisiana, November 
21–24. 
(Adelman 2009) 
Website 
A citation to website content can often be limited to a mention 
in the text (“As of July 19, 2008, the McDonald’s Corporation 
listed on its website. . .”). If a more formal citation is desired, it 
may be styled as in the examples below. Because such content is 
subject to change, include an access date or, if available, a date 
that the site was last modified. In the absence of a date of 
publication, use the access date or last-modified date as the 
basis of the citation. 
Google. 2009. “Google Privacy Policy.” Last modified March 11. 
http://www.google.com/intl/en/privacypolicy.html. 
McDonald’s Corporation. 2008. “McDonald’s Happy Meal Toy 
Safety Facts.” Accessed July 19. 
http://www.mcdonalds.com/corp/about/factsheets.html. 
(Google 2009) 
(McDonald’s 2008) 
Blog entry or comment 
Blog entries or comments may be cited in running text (“In a 
comment posted to The Becker-Posner Blog on February 23, 
2010, . . .”), and they are commonly omitted from a reference list. 
If a reference list entry is needed, cite the blog post there but 
mention comments in the text only. (If an access date is required, 
add it before the URL; see examples elsewhere in this guide.) 
Posner, Richard. 2010. “Double Exports in Five Years?” The 
Becker-Posner Blog, February 21. 
http://uchicagolaw.typepad.com/beckerposner/2010/02/double
-exports-in-five-years-posner.html. 



(Posner 2010) 
E-mail or text message 
E-mail and text messages may be cited in running text (“In a text 
message to the author on March 1, 2010, John Doe revealed . . .”), 
and they are rarely listed in a reference list. In parenthetical 
citations, the term personal communication (or pers. comm.) can 
be used. 
(John Doe, e-mail message to author, February 28, 2010) 
or 
(John Doe, pers. comm.) 
Item in a commercial database 
For items retrieved from a commercial database, add the name 
of the database and an accession number following the facts of 
publication. In this example, the dissertation cited above is 
shown as it would be cited if it were retrieved from ProQuest’s 
database for dissertations and theses. 
Choi, Mihwa. 2008. “Contesting Imaginaires in Death Rituals 
during the Northern Song Dynasty.” PhD diss., University of 
Chicago. ProQuest (AAT 3300426). 
  
  
  
  
  

Course Summary: 
  
Date Details 

Course Status 
 Unpublish Published 
 Copyright Notice Library Resources Turnitin Conditions 
 Choose Home Page 

https://q.utoronto.ca/courses/59865/external_tools/825?launch_type=course_home_sub_navigation
https://q.utoronto.ca/courses/59865/external_tools/825?launch_type=course_home_sub_navigation
https://q.utoronto.ca/courses/59865/external_tools/826?launch_type=course_home_sub_navigation
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