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University of Toronto 

Department of Political Science 

POL 442 H1S – Topics in Latin American Politics: 
Human Rights and Public Security in Latin America 

Summer 2013 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 6-8 pm 
SS 2101 

Instructor: Juan Pereira Marsiaj 
Office: TBA 

Telephone: TBA (office hours only) 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4-5:30 PM 

e-mail address: juan.pereiramarsiaj@utoronto.ca 

Course Description 
One of the most persistent challenges Latin American countries have faced in the last few 
decades has been a high level of crime and violence, perpetrated not only by criminal groups, but 
also para-state and state actors. The recent democratization of the region has consequently been 
hampered by an erosion of basic civil rights linked to the seemingly intractable task of 
guaranteeing public security while simultaneously protecting citizens’ human rights. This course 
will examine the origins and nature of this puzzle, highlighting the political, institutional, 
economic and social factors that help explain the obstacles faced by governments in the region in 
their attempts to balance these two sometimes conflicting aims, and exploring governmental and 
non-governmental reactions to this challenge. 

Part I of the course focuses on the multidimensional nature of the problem of increasing violence 
and crime in the region, and the variety of ways in which this contributes to the erosion of human 
rights. We will discuss issues related to the activity of police forces, the impact of the 
international drug trade, the formation of gangs, and the ways in which violence is shaped by 
other patterns of marginalization in these countries (such as gender, race, geography, and 
sexuality). 

In Part II, we will explore some of the main factors that hinder (and in some instances facilitate) 
the attempts at reconciling the need to ensure public security in this violent reality with the 
respect for human rights of all citizens. Special attention will be given to the effects of socio-
economic factors, the legacy of institutional weakness, and the impact of globalization and other 
transnational forces. 

Part III will turn our gaze to a variety of attempts to address the challenges related to public 
security in Latin America. Seminars will map the wide range of responses to these problems, 
from mano dura repressive responses to attempts to tackle the structural and contextual issues 
behind the prevailing insecurity. We will also engage in a closer discussion of attempts at 
reforming the justice system and the (positive or negative) role civil society actors can play in 
finding solutions to this problem. 
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Course format and requirements 

The course will be organized in a seminar format, to be held twice a week. While for part of each 
class the instructor will discuss the course material, the core of these sessions will be class 
discussion, guided by the material assigned for each class, which depends on the active 
participation of students. Keeping up with the required course readings is therefore essential for 
effective participation in the seminars: 

1. Discussion paper (1,250-1,500 words) – 25% of final mark – Due by Wednesday, July 17. 

2. Case study (750-1,000 words each) – 2 x 12.5 = 25% – First part (diagnosis) due by 
Wednesday, July 24, second (prescription) due by Friday, August 9. 

3. Research essay (2,750-3,250 words) – 35% – Due by Monday, August 6 (proposal due by 
Friday, July 12*). 

4. Attendance and participation in seminars – 15%. 

* Failure to hand in a proposal by this date will entail a 5% penalty on your essay grade. 

Students are expected to keep informed about current events and developments in Latin American 
politics and society by reading newspaper and magazine articles, as well as consulting websites 
devoted to the region. 

Publications that may be consulted include: Latin American Weekly Report, The Economist, New 
York Times, Financial Times, Courrier International, El País (Spain). 

The following websites provide information on Latin America: 

www.undp.org 
www.worldbank.org 
www.oas.org 
www.iadb.org 
www.hrw.org 
www.amnesty.org 

Regular consultation of the following journals will help students stay up-to-date on current 
research in the area: 

Latin American Research Review 
Latin American Politics and Society 
Latin American Perspectives 
Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
NACLA – Report on the Americas 
Journal of Latin American Studies 
Current History 

For those who are interested and use the social network Twitter, you may follow @jmarsiaj, 
where I will occasionally post links to interesting articles and websites related to Latin American 
politics or announcements of events related to Latin America taking place in the city. 

Contacting your instructor 

If you have a question about the course, please make use of the instructor’s office hours posted on 
the first page of the syllabus. As for e-mail, course-related queries should include the course 
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number (POL 442) on the subject line and the student’s full name in the message. Please refrain 
from sending attachments with your messages. Allow 2-3 business days for the instructor to 
respond to your message before contacting him again. 

Course website 

You can access the course website by logging into the University of Toronto’s Portal 
(portal.utoronto.ca). Once you are logged in, if you are registered in the course on ROSI, you 
should see POL 442 listed under “My courses.” Simply click on that link to access the course 
website. 

This website plays a central role in the functioning of the course, and you are therefore strongly 
advised to visit it frequently. Important administrative and other announcements will be posted on 
it regularly, and it will also feature links to documents and readings required for the course. 

Guidelines for assignments 

Discussion paper (1,250-1,500 words) – due by July 17, 2013 

Write a discussion paper based on the novel Adam in Eden by Carlos Fuentes and the following 
articles (all available electronically): 

Sabet, Daniel. 2012. “Corruption or Insecurity? Understanding Dissatisfaction with Mexico’s 
Police.” Latin American Politics and Society 55 (1): 22-45. 

Bonner, Robert. 2012. “The Cartel Crackdown: Winning the Drug War and Rebuilding Mexico in 
the Process.” Foreign Affairs 91 (3): 12-16. 

Morris, Stephen. 2012. “Corruption, Drug Trafficking, and Violence in Mexico.” Brown Journal 
of World Affairs 18 (11): 29-43. 

In your paper, you should discuss the main ways in which the weaknesses of the justice system 
(police forces, judiciary, and other agencies involved in the delivery of justice and public 
security) contribute to the growing insecurity and erosion of human rights in Mexico. Your 
analysis should focus mainly on the academic sources listed, using Fuentes’ book as a backdrop 
for the discussion. You should incorporate his critique of the current situation in Mexico in your 
paper, establishing a dialogue between your analysis and the insights provided by the novel. 

Case study (750-1,000 words each) – first part due by July 24 and second part due by 
August 9, 2013 

The case study assignment consists of two parts, the first diagnostic, and the second prescriptive. 
You should choose one major Latin American city as your case study and develop a two-part 
analysis in these two short papers. 

The first part should provide a diagnosis of one key public security challenge that city faces. You 
should provide a careful description of the problem, supported by evidence, highlighting the main 
characteristics of the issue, its origins, and the recent history of attempts to address it 
(governmental and/or non-governmental). 

The second part should provide a prescription for how to best address the issues and problems 
analyzed in the first part. Your proposals should speak directly to the diagnosis you provided in 
the previous short paper, and may involve not only public policy solutions, but also other actions 
based on civil society. 



 4 

Your analysis in both papers should be informed by evidence from different sources. These may 
be journalistic in nature, or come from non-governmental organizations. In each case, however, 
included in your references should be at least two academic sources. 

Research essay (2,750-3,250 words) – due by August 6, 2013 (proposal due by July 12, 2013) 

Your research essay should examine some aspect of the relationship between human rights and 
public security in Latin America. Feel free to use course readings, discussions or topics as 
inspiration for your essay question. In order to help you make the paper more manageable, 
remember to focus on a more specific time period (e.g., since the 1980s), but the specific time 
frame for your research will depend on your chosen topic. The research essay may focus on a 
single country, or may engage in a comparison of two countries. 

You are required to prepare a 500-word proposal (about two pages) for your essay outlining the 
focus of your paper (including the central question you are going to tackle), the case(s) that you 
have chosen, as well as a preliminary bibliography and hand it in to the instructor for approval by 
July 12. The proposal is extremely important, as it is crucial to help you design a research 
question that is manageable and is likely to produce a good essay. Failure to hand in a proposal 
by that date will entail a 5% penalty on your essay grade. 

Extensions 

Only valid and documented reasons (such as severe illness and death of a close relative) will be 
accepted for late submission of assignments or for requests to write a make-up test. Requests due 
to work overload (either university-related or extra-curricular) will NOT be accepted. Please be 
advised that computer problems (such as crashes, viruses, corrupted disks, etc.) will NOT be 
accepted as grounds for extensions. Make sure you back up your work in reliable media often and 
avoid leaving work to the last minute to prevent problems. Make sure you familiarize yourself 
with Turnitin if you have never used it prior to this course. Confusion and trouble using Turnitin 
will NOT be accepted as a valid reason for late submission of your assignment. 

If you foresee problems with meeting the deadline AND you have documentation, please contact 
the instructor as soon as possible. Do not wait until the due date has passed to contact him. 

Class assignments – submission instructions, format, due dates, penalties 
and re-grading policy 

All assignments are to be submitted electronically to Turnitin.com by 11:59 PM on their due date. 
No hard copies need to be submitted (for further instructions see below, under “Turnitin.com”). 

Graded assignments with comments will be sent back to students electronically via Blackboard’s 
communication tool within 2-3 weeks of submission. Please be sure that your University of 
Toronto e-mail account is registered as your current e-mail account on ROSI to avoid any 
problems. Also, ensure that your e-mail account is active, not full and that only you can access it, 
since your graded work will be sent to that address. 

Assignments must be sent in Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich Text (.rtf) format. 

Students are strongly advised to keep all rough and draft work and copies of their essays and 
assignments before submitting them. These should be kept until the marked assignments have 
been returned. Once you receive your graded assignment, make sure to keep it until all final 
grades have been submitted and posted on ROSI. 
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Pay close attention to the word limit stated on the assignment guidelines. They are inclusive of 
notes and bibliography. Please note you will be penalized for going over the word limit in the 
written assignments. 

You may use the referencing style of your preference (MLA, Chicago, APA, etc) as long as you 
are consistent and provide complete references. Please consult a style guide if you have doubts 
regarding how to properly include a reference in your assignment. 

The late penalty for the research essay handed in beyond its due date is 3% per day, including 
weekends and holidays. For the purpose of assigning late penalties, it is the Turnitin submission 
date that counts. 

If you would like to have your essay re-graded, you must submit a written request (1-2 pages) 
clearly outlining the reasons why you feel the grade you received was not a correct assessment of 
your work. That request must be submitted within five (5) working days from the day the graded 
assignment was returned to you, and no later than the last day of classes (August 12, 2013). In 
that request, you must indicate the grade (number grade, not simply letter grade) you feel your 
essay deserves. There must be a significant difference between the grade you received and the 
grade you feel your essay deserves. You should note that, as a result of the re-grade request, your 
essay grade may remain the same, go up, or go down. 

A note on plagiarism, academic integrity and writing 

Please note that plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence and will be dealt with 
accordingly. For further clarification and information on plagiarism and how to avoid it, please 
see the University of Toronto’s policy at www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html. 

Academic integrity is fundamental to learning and scholarship at the University of Toronto. 
Familiarize yourself with the University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters 
(http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm). It is the rule book for 
academic behaviour at the U of T, and you are expected to know the rules. You should also 
consult www.artsci.utoronto.ca/osai/students for further information on academic integrity at the 
University of Toronto. 

Students are strongly encouraged to explore the numerous resources available at the “Writing at 
the University of Toronto” website at www.utoronto.ca/writing. 

Turnitin.com 

Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to Turnitin.com for a review of 
textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their 
essays to be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they 
will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the 
University’s use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com website. 

If, as a student, you object to using Turnitin.com, an alternative arrangement for the submission 
of your written assignment will be available. You will be required to: 1) meet the instructor for a 
brief interview about the research process prior to the assignment due date, 2) submit all your 
rough work and notes with your assignment, and 3) e-mail the assignment directly to the 
instructor. 

Please follow the instructions on how to set up a Turnitin.com account, enroll in the course, and 
submit a paper in the “Turnitin.com guide for students” available on the course website. 
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Note that, since you will not be required to submit a hard copy of your assignment, for the 
purposes of calculating an eventual late penalty, it is the Turnitin.com submission date that 
counts. 

Accessibility needs 

The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require accommodations for a 
disability, or have any accessibility concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials, 
please contact Accessibility Services as soon as possible: disability.services@utoronto.ca or 
http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility 

Religious accommodation 

If you require accommodation regarding assignment deadlines or other course requirements due 
to religious observance, please note that you should make your request to the instructor within the 
first three weeks of class. 

Course readings 

The required course readings indicated with [CR] have been assembled in a course reader that is 
available for purchase at The Copy Place, 720 Spadina Ave. (1/2 block south of Bloor, west side 
of Spadina, tel. 416-961-2679). 

Required readings indicated with [E] are available electronically at the University’s library 
website (http://onesearch.library.utoronto.ca/) and via links on the course website. 

The novel Adam in Eden by Carlos Fuentes (Champaign, IL: Dalkey Archive Press, 2012) will be 
available for purchase at the University of Toronto Bookstore. 
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS 

1. Introduction – Democracy and violence [July 3] 

[E] Caldeira, Teresa and James Holston. 1999. “Democracy and Violence in Brazil.” 
Comparative Studies in Society and History 41 (4): 691-729. 

[E] Davis, Diane. 2010. “The Political and Economic Origins of Violence and Insecurity 
in Contemporary Latin America: Past Trajectories and Future Prospects.” In Violent 
Democracies in Latin America. Eds., Enrique Desmond Arias and Daniel Goldstein. 
Durham: Duke University Press: 35-62. 

[E] Karstedt, Susanne. 2006. “Democracy, Values, and Violence: Paradoxes, Tensions, 
and Comparative Advantages of Liberal Inclusion.” The Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science 605: 50-81. 

I – A MULTIFACETED PROBLEM 

2. Human rights and public security [July 8] 
[E] Landman, Todd. 2010. “Violence, Democracy, and Human Rights in Latin America.” 
In Violent Democracies in Latin America. Eds., Enrique Desmond Arias and Daniel 
Goldstein. Durham: Duke University Press: 226-241. 

[E] Neild, Rachel. 2003. “Human Rights NGOs, Police and Citizen Security in 
Transitional Democracies.” Journal of Human Rights 2 (3): 277-296. 

[E] Chillier, Gastón and Silvia Varela. 2009. “Violence, (In)security and Human Rights 
in Latin America.” IDS Bulletin 40 (2): 70-78. 

3. Policing [July 10] 
[E] Hornberger, Julia. 2010. “Human Rights and Policing: Exigency or Incongruence?” 
Annual Review of Law and Social Science 6: 259-283. 
[E] Campesi, Giuseppe. 2010. “Policing, Urban Poverty and Insecurity in Latin America: 
The Case of Mexico City and Buenos Aires.” Theoretical Criminology 14 (4): 447-471. 
[E] Ungar, Mark. 2007-8. “The Privatization of Citizen Security in Latin America: From 
Elite Guards to Neighborhood Vigilantes.” Social Justice 34 (3-4): 20-37. 

4. Drugs and gangs [July 15] 

[E] Hume, Mo. 2007. “Mano Dura: El Salvador Responds to Gangs.” Development in 
Practice 17 (6): 739-751. 

[E] Arias, Enrique Desmond. 2006. “The Dynamics of Criminal Governance: Networks 
and Social Order in Rio de Janeiro.” Journal of Latin American Studies 38 (2): 293-325. 

[E] Gootenberg, Paul. 2012. “Cocaine’s Long March North, 1900-2010.” Latin American 
Politics and Society 54 (1): 159-180. 
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5. Violence and marginalization [July 17] 
[CR] Marsiaj, Juan. 2012. “Federalism, Advocacy Networks, and Sexual Diversity 
Politics in Brazil.” In Comparative Public Policy in Latin America. Eds., Jordi Díez and 
Susan Franceschet. Toronto: University of Toronto Press: 126-149. 

[E] Olivera, Mercedes. 2006. “Violencia Femicida: Violence Against Women and 
Mexico’s Structural Crisis.” Latin American Perspectives 33 (2): 104-114. 

[E] Vargas, João Costa and Jaime Amparo Alves. 2010. “Geographies of Death: An 
Intersectional Analysis of Police Lethality and the Racialized Regimes of Citizenship in 
São Paulo.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 33 (4): 611-636. 

II – PERSISTENT CHALLENGES 

6. Socio-economic factors [July 22] 
[E] Sanchez, Magaly. 2006. “Insecurity and Violence as a New Power Relation in Latin 
America.” The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 606: 
178-195. 

[CR] Bergman, Marcelo. 2009. “Rising Crime in Mexico and Buenos Aires: The Effects 
of Changes in Labor Markets and Community Breakdown.” In Criminality, Public 
Security and the Challenges to Democracy in Latin America. Eds., Marcelo Bregman and 
Laurence Whitehead. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press: 62-89. 

[E] Müller, Markus-Michael. 2012, “Addressing an Ambivalent Relationship: Policing 
and the Urban Poor in Mexico City.” Journal of Latin American Studies 44 (2): 319-345. 

7. Institutional weaknesses [July 24] 
[E] O’Donnell, Guillermo. 1993. “On the State, Democratization and Some Conceptual 
Problems: A Latin American View with Glances at Some Postcommunist Countries.” 
World Development. 21 (8): 1355-1369. 

[E] Davis, Diane. 2006. “Undermining the Rule of Law: Democratization and the Dark 
Side of Police Reform in Mexico.” Latin American Politics and Society 48 (1): 55-86. 

[E] Cruz, José Miguel. 2011. “Criminal Violence and Democratization in Central 
America: The Survival of the Violent State.” Latin American Politics and Society 53 (4): 
1-33. 

8. Globalization and transnational forces [July 29] 

[E] Bagley, Bruce. 2013. “The Evolution of Drug Trafficking and Organized Crime in 
Latin America.” Sociologia, Problemas e Práticas. 71: 99-123. 

[E] Ellison, Graham and Nathan Pino. 2012. Globalization, Police Reform and 
Development: Doing it the Western Way? New York: Palgrave Macmillan: 11-34. 

[E] Wolf, Sonja. 2012. “Mara Salvatrucha: the Most Dangerous Street Gang in the 
Americas?” Latin American Politics and Society 54 (1): 65-99. 
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III – RECONCILING PUBLIC SECURITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

9. Addressing the multiple dimensions of violence [July 31] 

[E] Moser, Caroline and Cathy McIlwaine. 2006. “Latin American Urban Violence as a 
Development Concern: Towards a Framework for Violence Reduction.” World 
Development 34 (1): 89-112. 
[E] Holland, Alisha. 2013. “Right on Crime? Conservative Party Politics and Mano Dura 
Policies in El Salvador.” Latin American Research Review 48 (1): 44-67. 
[E] Santos, Cecília MacDowell. 2004. “En-Gendering the Police: Women’s Police 
Stations and Feminism in São Paulo.” Latin American Research Review 39 (3): 29-55. 

10. Reforming the justice system [August 7] 

[CR] Frühling, Hugo. 2009. “Recent Police Reform in Latin America.” In Policing 
Insecurity: Police Reform, Security, and Human Rights in Latin America. Ed., Niels 
Uildriks. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books: 21-46. 
[CR] Ungar, Mark. 2011, Policing Democracy: Overcoming Obstacles to Citizen 
Security in Latin America. Baltimore/Washington: Johns Hopkins University 
Press/Woodrow Wilson Center Press: 1-20. 

[CR] Uildriks, Niels. 2010. Mexico’s Unrule of Law: Implementing Human Rights in 
Police and Judicial Reform under Democratization. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books: 
219-262. 

11. The role of civil society [August 12] 

[E] Lucía Dammert and Mary Fran Malone. 2006. “Does it Take a Village? Public 
Strategies and Fear of Crime in Latin America.” Latin American Politics and Society 48 
(4): 27-51. 
[E] Arias, Enrique Desmond and Mark Ungar. 2009. “Community Policing and Latin 
America’s Citizen Security Crisis.” Comparative Politics 41 (4): 409-429. 
[E] Godoy, Angelina Snodgrass. 2004. “When ‘Justice’ Is Criminal: Lynchings in 
Contemporary Latin America.” Theory and Society 33: 621-651. 


