
 

POL 382H1F – Topics in Canadian Politics  

Canadian Diversity in Comparative Perspective 

 

Session: Summer 2012 

Time and Place: Tuesday and Thursday, 4-6pm, BA1240 

Instructor: Janique Dubois 

Department of Political Studies 

E-mail: janique.dubois@utoronto.ca  

Office Hours: TBA 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

How does diversity transform contemporary societies? This course contextualizes Canada’s response 

to diversity by exploring the various facets of multiculturalism and citizenship as ideals, policies, and 

theories. Starting from the lived experience of minority groups as well as theoretical concepts, we 

will reflect on the challenges of maintaining bonds of community in diverse societies. The course 

will focus on Canada but will draw on the experience of other countries. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

1) To critically assess the impact of diversity in contemporary societies on an ideological, 

theoretical and political level.  

2) To improve organizational, analytic and writing skills. 

3) To develop a cross-disciplinary approach to diversity by engaging with texts from a variety of 

disciplines including Philosophy, Canadian Politics, Identity Politics, Political Geography 

and Indigenous Thought.  

 

 

EVALUATION SCHEME 
 

 Short Discussion Paper       15 % 

Midterm Test                                                                                        25 % 

            Research Paper Outline                                                                        10%             

            Research Paper                                                                                     30% 

Active Participation     20 % 
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FORMAT AND REQUIRMENTS 

 

1. Attendance and Participation (20% of the final grade). Most class sessions will comprise of a 

75 minute lecture and 45 minute hour discussion. Class attendance is critical since lectures and 

classroom discussions will not simply replicate readings. Attendance will be taken. To help lead 

class discussion, each week students who have been assigned to write discussion papers (see 

below) will be expected to come prepared with questions and concerns related to the assigned 

reading in order to contribute to and advance the discussion through active, engaged and 

respectful participation. Students who are merely physically present, voice opinions or make 

claims unrelated to lectures and readings will only partially fulfil this requirement. 

 

Given the importance of attendance and participation, students will receive a preliminary active 

participation grade on Class 7 to help make them aware of their progress. The final active 

participation grade will be given at the end of the term. 

 

2. Short Discussion Paper (15% of the final grade). To contribute to critical thought and develop 

writing skills, students will prepare one position paper (2 pages double-spaced) on one of the 

required readings. Students are expected to address what they consider to be the most important, 

controversial, problematic or curious elements of the reading. Discussion papers should not 

summarize the readings – instead they should critically assess the author’s arguments. Although 

students will be assigned a specific reading, they may find it interesting or useful to discuss other 

assigned readings in their papers. The papers should generate a few questions emerging from the 

readings, designed to guide our class conversation. Discussion paper assignments will be 

randomly assigned in Class 2, after which they will be posted on Blackboard. Although students’ 

preferences will be taken into consideration, they cannot be guaranteed; students are responsible 

for noting their assigned session and for submitting their discussion paper on time.  

 

Discussion papers must be posted on Blackboard no later than 5 pm the day prior to the class 

under the Discussion rubric. Students are asked to both cut and paste their discussion paper into 

the discussion board and attach a word or pdf document file. All students are required to read 

these short papers and prepare questions for the discussion component of the course. Given that 

the content of discussion papers are discussed the day after they are posted on Blackboard, late 

discussion papers will not be accepted and no extensions will be granted. Failure to upload 

discussion papers on Blackboard by the deadline will result in a grade of 0. 

 

3. Midterm Test (25% of the final grade). There will be an in-class test in Class 6. The exam will 

assess critical thinking abilities and comprehension of all the previously covered course material.  

 

4. Research Paper (10% Outline, 30% Final Paper). A paper outline must be submitted in Class 

8 and the final paper must be handed in at the last class, Class 12. Research papers should be 

approximately 12 – 15 double-spaced pages and address an issue related to diversity from one of 

the three perspectives studied: ideological, political, theoretical. Course readings should help 

inform the paper. Students will have the opportunity to present and discuss preliminary drafts of 

their paper and receive feedback from fellow students in Class 11. 

 

Paper evaluation will focus on the content. In addition, clear, thoughtful, well-organized writing 

will also be taken into consideration. The UofT Writing Centre (www.writing.utoronto.ca) offers 

some excellent resources, as do College writing centres. An assignment outline with specific 

instructions related to Turnitin.com will be handed out in Class 3. 

 



 

 3 

 

 

COURSE RULES AND POLICIES 

 

Extensions and Make-ups: No extensions or make-ups will be granted unless students have 

acceptable reasons that are adequately documented. Students requesting extensions should do so as 

soon as possible in writing or via email prior to the due date in question. The nature and length of 

extensions will be determined by the instructor. Multiple assignments or midterms from other 

courses scheduled for the same date – or other work commitments – do not constitute acceptable 

reasons for extensions. Students are expected to plan accordingly. Note that no extensions will be 

accorded for discussion papers. 

 

Turnitin.com: Students are required to submit their research papers to Turnitin.com for a review of 

textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their essays to 

be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they will be used 

solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism according to the University’s terms of use described on 

the Turnitin.com website. If a student objects to using Turnitin.com, an alternative arrangement for 

the submission of written assignments will be made available. See assignment handout. 

 

Late Penalties: Late assignments will be penalized 5% each day, weekends included. Late 

submission should be brought to the Political Science Department office (Sidney Smith 3018). 

Students are responsible for ensuring late submissions are signed and dated by departmental staff. 

 

Office Hours: Office hours will be held announced at the first class. Arrangements can be made 

directly with the instructor or over email for alternative meeting times. 

 

Email: Announcements may occasionally be sent out over email. Students are responsible for 

ensuring that their UofT address is set up and properly entered in the ROSI system. The Instructor 

will only respond to emails sent from UofT accounts and will try to respond to emails within 48 

hours, weekends excluded. 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is a very serious academic offence. All sources used in research papers and 

discussion papers must be properly cited. Failure to do so will result in severe penalties, up to and 

including expulsion from the University. More information is available at 

www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize.  

Course Prerequisites: It is required that students have taken any 2.0 POL credits and obtain 

permission from the Department. 

Accessibility Needs: If a student requires accommodations for a disability, or has any accessibility 

concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials, please contact Accessibility Services as 

soon as possible: disability.services@utoronto.ca or http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility. 

 

 

COURSE READER 

 

Some readings are available online through the University library catalogue or through identified 

websites. Other readings are included in the course reader available at the University of Toronto 

Book Store, 214 College Street, Toronto, ON. 
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READING ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Class 1 – Introduction: The Complexity of Diversity (May 15
th

) 

 

No required reading. 

 

Class 2 – Understanding Citizenship (May 17
th

) 

 

Robert E. Goodin, “What is So Special About of Fellow Countrymen?” Ethics 1988, vol. 98, 

no. 4 (July), pp. 663-686. (Library catalogue) 

 

Ayelet Shachar, “Re-conceptualizing Membership: Citizenship as Inherited Property,” in The 

Birthright Lottery: Citizenship and Global Inequality, Presidents and Fellows of Harvard 

College, 2009, chapter 1. (Reader) 

 

*Discussion paper assigned in class 
 

Class 3 – The Boundaries of Citizenship (May 22
nd

) 

 

David Miller, “Bounded Citizenship,” Citizenship and National Identity, Polity Press, 2000, 

chapter 5. (Reader) 

 

Melissa Williams, “Nonterritorial Boundaries of Citizenship,” Identities, Affiliations and 

Allegiances, ed. Seyla Benhabib, Ian Shapiro and Danilo Petranovic, Cambridge University 

Press, 2007, chapter 10. (Reader) 

  

* Students receive research paper assignment handout 

 

Class 4 – Citizenship in Comparison (May 24
th

) 

 

John Borrows, “‘Landed’ Citizenship: Narratives of Aboriginal Political Participation,” 

Citizenship in Diverse Societies, edited by Will Kymlicka and Wayne Norman, Oxford 

University Press, 2000, chapter 13. (Library catalogue) 

 

William Rogers Brubaker, “Immigration, Citizenship, and the Nation-State in France and 

Germany: A Comparative Historical Analysis,” International Sociology 1990, vol. 5, no. 4 

(December): 379-407. (Library catalogue) 

 

Class 5 – Challenging Citizenship (May 29
th

) 

 

Joseph Carens, “Aliens and Citizens: The Case for Open Borders,” The Rights of Minority 

Cultures, edited by Will Kymlicka, Oxford University Press, 1995, pp. 331-349. (Reader) 

 

Geoffrey Stokes, “Transnational Citizenship: Problems of Definition, Culture and 

Democracy,” Cambridge Review of International Affairs 2004, vol. 17, no. 1, 119-135. 

(Library catalogue)  
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Class 6 – In class midterm test (May 31
st
) 

 

No required reading. 

 

Class 7 – Multicultural Identities (June 5
th

) 

 

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities, Verso, 1983, chapter 3. (Reader) 

 

Rogers M. Smith, Stories of Peoplehood: The Politics and Morals of Political Membership, 

Verso, 2003, chapter 3. (Reader) 

 

* Students receive preliminary participation grade 

 

Class 8 – Responding to Diversity: Multiculturalism as a Theory (June 7
th

) 

Will Kymlicka, Multicultural Citizenship: a Liberal Theory of Minority Rights, Oxford 

University Press, 1995, chapter 2. (Reader) 

Glen Coulthard, “Subjects of Empire: Indigenous Peoples and the ‘Politics of Recognition’ in 

Canada,” Contemporary Political Theory 2007, vol. 6, no. 4, pp. 437–460. (Library Catalogue) 

 

* Research paper outline due in class  

 

Class 9 – Responding to Diversity: Multiculturalism as a Policy (June 12
th

) 

 

Janice Gross Stein, “Searching for Equality,” Uneasy Partners: Multiculturalism and Rights 

in Canada, Wilfrid Laurier Press, 2007, pp. 1-23. (Reader) 

 

Gérard Bouchard and Charles Taylor, “Building the Future: A Time for Reconciliation,” 

Final Report, pp. 183-196 and 250-261. (Available at 

http://www.accommodements.qc.ca/index-en.html) 

 

Class 10 – Beyond Multiculturalism (June 14
th

) 

 

Debra Thompson, “Is Race Political?” Canadian Journal of Political Science 2008, vol. 41, 

no. 3, 525-547. (Library catalogue) 

 

Tariq Modood, “Is Multiculturalism Appropriate for the Twenty-First Century?” 

Multiculturalism: A Civic Idea, Polity Press, 2007, chapter 1. (Reader) 

 

Class 11 – Research Paper Discussion (June 19
th

) 

 

* Students have the opportunity to present and discuss their research papers in class.  

 

Class 12 – The Ethics of Multiculturalism (June 21
th

) 

 

Kymlicka, Will, “Multiculturalism: Success, Failure, and the Future.” Report, Migration 

Policy Institute, Feb. 2012. Available at www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/Multiculturalism.pdf 

 

* Research paper due in class 

http://www.accommodements.qc.ca/index-en.html

