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This seminar will explore government, law and politics in Russia, with special attention to the 

reform of law and courts in the post-Soviet period.  This subject will be examined in historical and 

comparative perspectives and will be used to cast light on such larger questions as the nature of Soviet and 

Russian government, the role of informal institutions, and the politics of post-communist transition.  More 

concretely, the seminar will consider the place of law in the Soviet system; judicial reform, 

constitutionalism, and legal regulation of the economy in post Soviet Russia; Putin and Medvedev’s efforts 

to strengthen law and the courts; cultural obstacles to legal order, and patterns of legal transition in other 

post-communist countries.  Related issues include the state of human rights in Russia; the impact of the 

European Court of Human Rights; organized crime; clientelism, patrimonialism, corruption; and the role of 

the media in shaping legal culture. 

 

      This will be a reading and discussion seminar.  All students will be expected to prepare the set of 

required readings each week, marked with an asterisk.  In addition, students will deliver brief oral reports 

on both required and supplementary readings.  Written requirements include: a short review essay 

discussing two or more readings (5 pages), due October 18 (electronically); and a research paper: 12-15 

pp. due December 21. Papers should be delivered electronically, but be sure to retain a printed copy as 

backup.  One page proposals for paper topics must be submitted for approval by November 18.  The grade 

for the seminar will be 15% for the review essay; 25% for class participation and 60% for the research 

paper. 

 

 Readings fall into four categories: articles accessible in the library’s electronic resources; book 

chapters, articles and unpublished materials collected in the course Reader (available for purchase at the 

Copy Place, 720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 100); books held on reserve in the libraries of Trinity College, the 

Criminology Centre, and Robarts (the Merryman, topic 2) and one book to be purchased at the University 

of Toronto Bookstore (Ledeneva, How Russia Really Works). 

 

 

1.    Introduction:  Legal Orders and Systems (first session) 

 

Roberto Unger, Law in Modern Society, pp. 47-86; 155-192. 

 

Rachel Kleinfeld, "Competing Definitions of the Rule of Law,” in Promoting the Rule of 

Law Abroad: In Search of Knowledge, edited by Thomas Carothers. 

 

Brian Tamanaha, On the Rule of Law: History, Politics, Theory. 



 

Randall Peerenboom, “A Government of Laws: Democracy, Rule of Law, and 

Administrative Law Reform in China,” in Debating Political Reform in China. Rule of 

Law vs. Democratization, edited by Suisheng Zhao (Armonk: Sharpe, 2006). 

 

Jose Maria Maravall and Adam Przeworski, eds. Democracy and the Rule of Law. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003. 

 

Mirjan Damaska, The Faces of Justice and State Authority. 

 

Martin Shapiro, Courts: A Comparative and Political Analysis, chapter 1. 

 

Jose Toharia, "Judicial Independence in an Authoritarian Regime:  The Case of Contemporary Spain," Law 

and Society Review, 9:3 (Spring, 1975), 475-496. 

 

Judicial Independence: The Contemporary Debate, ed. by Simon Shetreet and Jules Deschenes, esp. 

chapter 52. 

 

Ernst Frankel, The Dual State.  

 

Mark J. Osiel, “Dialogue with Dictators: Judicial Resistance in Argentina and Brazil,” Law and Social 

Inquiry, 20:2 (Spring, 1995). 

 

Randall Peerenboom, China’s Long March toward Rule of Law; Hualing Fu, “Putting China’s Judiciary 

into Perspective: Is It Independent, Competent, and Fair?” in Beyond Common Knowledge: Empirical 

Approaches to the Rule of Law, ed. Erik Jensen and Thomas Heller. 

 

Harold Berman, Law and Revolution:  The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition; Law and 

Revolution II: The Impact of the Protestant Reformation on the Western Legal Tradition. 

 

 

2.  Legacies: Authoritarianism, Tsarism, Civil Law Tradition 

 

    *Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Courts and Judges in Authoritarian Regimes,” World Politics, 60:1 (October 

2007, first part (122-129). 

 

 *Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Judicial Power in Authoritarian States: the Russian Experience,” in Tom 

Ginsburg and Tamir Moustafa, eds, Rule by Law: The Politics of Courts in Authoritarian Regimes. 

 

 *Harold Berman, Justice in the USSR, Part 2 (Or in Reader, chapters 5 to 7, first part, and.7-8 from Justice 

in Russia.) 

 

*John Merryman, The Civil Law Tradition, chapters 1-7, 12, 15, 17-18.  On reserve at the Trinity College 

Library, the Criminology Centre Library, and Robarts Library. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Law and Courts in Authoritarian States,” International Encyclopedia of Social & 

Behaivoral Sciences, 2nd edition, 2015, 13: 427-34, on line. 

 

 George Yaney, The Systematization of Russian Government, introduction and chapter 6. 

 

Peter Solomon, ed., Reforming Justice in Russia, 1864-1996. 

     



William Wagner, "Tsarist Legal Policies at the End of the Nineteenth Century:  A Study in Inconsistence," 

Slavonic and East European Review (July, 1976). 

 

Richard Wortman, The Development of Legal Consciousness in Russia; idem, “Russian Monarchy and the 

Rule of Law: New Considerations of the Court Reform of 1864,” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and 

Eurasian History, 6:1 (Winter 2005), 145-170; idem, Review of Anatolii Remnev, Samoderzhavnoe 

pravitelstvo, in Kritika (2012).   

 

Olga Crisp and Linda Edmonston, (eds.), Civil Rights in Imperial Russia. 

 

William Wagner, Marriage, Property and the Struggle for Legal Order in Late Imperial Russia,  

chap. 1; Michele Marrese, Noblewomen and the Control of Property in Russia, 1700-1861;  

Ekaterina Pravilova, A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia; 

Sergei Antonov, Bankrupts and Usurers of Imperial Russia: Debt, Property, and the Law in the Age of 

Dostoevsky and Tolstoy 

 

Jorg Barberowski, “Law, the Judicial System, and the Legal Professions,” Cambridge History of Russia, 

edited Maureen Pierre, 2006. 

 

John Atwell, “The Russian Jury,” Slavonic and East European Review (Jan. 1975). 

 

Sergei  M. Kazantsev, Istoriia tsarskoi prokuratury and “The Judicial Reform of 1864 and the Procuracy 

in Russia,” in Peter Solomon (ed.) Reforming Justice in Russia, 1864-1996: Power, Culture and the Limits 

of Legal Order. 

 

Jonathan Daly, Autocracy under Siege: Security Police and Opposition in Russia, 1866-1905. 

 

Ana Siljak, Angel of Vengeance: The Girl Who Shot the Governor of St. Petersburg and Sparked the Age 

of Assassination; Tatiana Borisova, “Public Meaning of the Zasulich Trial: Law, Politics and Gender,” 

Russian History, 43:3-4 (2016), 221-244, 

 

Jane Burbank, Russian Peasants Go to Court: Legal Culture in the Countryside, 1905-1917. 

  

 

3. Courts and Judges under Lenin and Stalin: Revolutionary Politics vs. the Urge to Rule 

 

    *Peter H. Solomon, Jr., Soviet Criminal Justice under Stalin, Introduction, chapters 1, 4, and 9. 

 

 *Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “The Bureaucratization of Criminal Justice under Stalin,” in Solomon, ed. 

Reforming Justice in Russia, 1864-1996: Power, Culture and the Limits of Legal Order. 

 

    Harold Berman, Justice in the USSR, Chapter 1. 

 

    Jane Burbank, "Expectations of Legality:  Lenin's Idea of Law and Society," Slavic Review 54:1 (Spring, 

1995). 

 

    Stephen F. Cohen, "Bolshevism and Stalinism," in Robert Tucker, ed., Stalinism, and in Cohen, Rethinking 

the Soviet Experience. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., "Soviet Penal Policy, 1917-1934:  A Reinterpretation," Slavic Review (June 1980). 
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Soviet Legal Philosophy, trans. by Hugh Babb (contains selections from Pashukanis, Stuchka, Vyshinsky, 

etc.); Piers Beirne and Robert Sharlet, eds., Pashukanis:  Selected Writings on Marxism and Law; Beirne, 

ed., Revolution in Law. 

 

Paul Hagenloh, Stalin’s Police: Public Order and Mass Repression in the USSR, 1926-1941. 

        

 Glenn Morgan, Soviet Administrative Legality; John Hazard, Settling Disputes in Soviet Society; Eugene 

Huskey, Russian Lawyers and the Soviet State; Robert Sharlet, "Stalinism and Soviet Legal Culture," in 

Tucker, ed., Stalinism. 

 

 Julie Cassiday, The Enemy on Trial: Early Soviet Courts on Stage and Screen. 

 

Oleg Khlevnyuk, The Objectives of the Great Terror, 1937-1938,” in Soviet History, 1917-53, Essays in 

Honour of R.W. Davies; David Shearer, “Crime and Social Disorder in Stalin’s Russia: A Reassessment of 

the Great Retreat and the Origins of Mass Repression,” Cahiers du Monde Russe, 39:1-2 (January-June, 

1998), 119-148;  Robert Thurston, “Fear and Belief in the USSR’s ‘Great Terror’; Response to Arrest, 

1935-1939,” Slavic Review (Summer 1986), and comment and reply; see also, Thurston, Life and Terror in 

Stalin’s Russia, 1934-1941. 

 

Arch Getty, ed., Stalinist Terror, especially essays by Getty, Manning and Fitzpatrick; Roy Medvedev, Let 

History Judge, 5-7, 9-10. (chapters in first edition); Robert Conquest, The Great Terror (2nd Edition). 

 

V.P Popov, “State Terror in Soviet Russia, 1923-1953,” Russian Politics and Law, 32:3 (May-June 1994); 

J. Arch Getty et al., “Victims of the Soviet Penal System in the Pre-War Years: A First Approach on the 

Basis of Archival Evidence,” The American Historical Review 98:4 (Oct. 1993); Oleg Khlevniuk, The 

History of the Gulag: From Collectivization to the Great Terror. 

 

 

4. Courts and Criminal Justice in the Post-Stalin USSR 

 

   *Harold Berman, Justice in the U.S.S.R.., chapter 2. 

 

 . *Dina Kaminskaya, Final Judgement: My Life as a Soviet Defense Attorney, Part 2. 

 

*George Ginsburgs, "The Soviet Judicial Elite:  Is It?" Review of Socialist Law, 11:4 (1985), 293-311. 

Electronic. 

 

    *Eugene Huskey, "The Politics of the Soviet Criminal Process: Expanding the Right to Counsel in Pretrial 

Proceedings," American Journal of Comparative Law, 34:1 (Winter 1986), 93-112. Electronic. 

     

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., "The Case of the Vanishing Acquittal: Informal Norms and the Practice of Soviet 

Criminal Justice," Soviet Studies, (October 1987); "Soviet Politicians and Criminal Prosecutions:  The 

Logic of Intervention," in Miller (ed.), Cracks in the Monolith; Yoram Gorlizki, “Political Reform and 

Local Party Interventions under Khrushchev,” in Solomon, Reforming Justice in Russia, 1864-1996. 

 

Eugene Huskey, "The Limits to Institutional Autonomy in the Soviet Union:  The Case of the 

Advokatura," Soviet Studies, (April 1982), pp. 200-227; Robert Rand, Comrade Lawyer;  

Yuri Luryi, "The Right to Counsel in Ordinary Cases in the USSR," in Soviet Law After Stalin, I (1977), 

pp. 105-118. 
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George Feifer, Justice in Moscow, chapters 1-5, 8-9, 12. 

 

Marianne Armstrong, “The Campaign Against Parasites,” in Juviler and Morton, eds., Soviet Policy-

Making, pp. 163-182; Leon Lipson, “Hosts and Pests: The Fight against Parasites,” Problems of 

Communism (March-April 1965), pp. 72-81; Russell E. Burford, “Getting the Bugs Out of Socialist 

Legality: The Case of Joseph Brodsky and a Decade of Soviet Anti-Parasite Legislation,” American 

Journal of Comparative Law, 22 (1974), pp. 465-508; Sheila Fitzpatrick, “Social Parasites: How tramps, 

idle youth, and busy entrepreneurs impeded the Soviet march to communism,” Cahiers du Monde Russe, 

47: 1(2006), 377-408..     

 

G.P. van den Berg, “The Soviet Union and the Death Penalty,” Soviet Studies, 35, no. 2 (April 1982), pp. 

154-174. 

 

Berman and Spindler, “Soviet Comrades Courts,” Washington Law Review, 38 (1963), 842-910; Yoram 

Gorlizki, “Delegalization in Russia: Soviet Comrade’s Courts in Retrospect,” American Journal of 

Comparative Law, 46:3 (Summer 1998), 403-425;  Gordon Smith, “Popular Participation in the 

Administration of Justice in the Soviet Union: Comrades Courts and the Brezhnev Regime,” Indiana Law 

Journal, 49 (Winter 1974), pp.238-252; Brian LaPierre, “Private Matters or Public Crimes: The 

Emergence of Domestic Hooliganism in the Soviet Union, 1939-1966”, in Lewis Siegelbaum, ed., Borders 

of Socialism: Private Spheres of the Soviet Union. 

 

Evgeniia Evel’son, Sudebnye protsessy po ekonomicheskim delam. 

 

Miriam Dobson, Khrushchev’s Cold Summer: Gulag Returnees, Crime and the Fate of Reform after 

Stalin; Marc Elie and Jeffrey Hardy, “Letting the Beasts Out of the Cage: Parole in the Post-Stalin Gulag, 

1953-1973,” Europe-Asia Studies, 67:4 (2015), 579-605; Brian Lapierre, Hooliganism in Khrushchev’s 

Russia: Defining, Policing, and Producing Deviance during the Thaw; Peter Solomon, “Understanding 

the History of Soviet Criminal Justice: The Contribution of Archives and Other  Sources,” The Russian 

Review, 74 (July 2015), 401-18.  

 

Rhiannon Dowling, “Soviet Women in Brezhnev’s Courts: ‘The Case of Two Boys”, Gender, and Justice 

in Late Soviet Russia,” Russian History, 43:3-4 (2016), 245-74. 

. 

 

 

5.  Governance Soviet Style: Formal and Informal Institutions 

 
*Graeme Gill, “The Soviet Mechanism of Power and the Fall of the Soviet Union,” in Nils  

  Rosenfeldt, et al, eds, Mechanisms of Power in the Soviet Union, 3-22. 

 

 *Joseph Berliner, Factory and Manager in the USSR, chpts.10 and 12. 

 

 *Alena Ledeneva, Russia’s Economy of Favours: Blat, Networking and Informal Exchange, 

   chapters. 1 and 3, first part (73-86). 

 

 *Eugene Huskey, "Government Rulemaking as a Brake on Perestroika," Law & Social Inquiry, 

   15:3 (Summer 1990), 419-432. Electronic. 

 

 *Gretchen Helmke and Steven Levitsky, “Informal Institutions and Comparative Politics: A Research 

   Agenda,” Perspectives on Politics (December 2004), 725-740. Electronic. 
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  Yoram Gorlizki and Oleg Khlevniuk  ̧Cold Peace: Stalin and the Soviet Ruling Circle, 1945-1953, 

   chpt.2. 

  

  Jerry F. Hough, The Soviet Prefects: The Local Party Organs in Industrial Decision-Making. 

 

  James Heinzen, The Art of the Bribe: Corruption under Stalin, 1943-1953. 

 

  Yoram Gorlizki, “Too Much Trust: Regional Party Leaders and Local Political Networks under 

   Brezhnev,” Slavic Review, 69:3 (Fall 2010). 

 

  Stephen Shenfield, “The Struggle for Control over Statistics,” in James Millar, ed., Cracks in the 

  Monolith. 

 

  Sheila Fitzpatrick, Everyday Stalinism: Ordinary Life in Extraordinary Times: Soviet Russia in the 

  1930s, chpt.4. 

 

  James Millar, “From Utopian Socialism to Utopian Capitalism," Problems of Post-Communism, 

  42:3 (May-June, 1995). 

 
        T.H. Rigby, Lenin's Government, chapters 9, 12, 15. 

 

  

 

6.        Law and Politics before and under Gorbachev 

 

*Gordon Smith, The Soviet Procuracy and the Supervision of Administration, chapters 3-4.. 

 

*Konstantin Simis,  USSR: The Corrupt Society, chapters 4 and 7—in the Reader. Chapters 5 and 6 also 

recommended for insight into the second economy and its relationship to law. There are two copies of the 

book in Robarts and another at Downsview. 

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Gorbachev’s Legal Revolution,” Canadian Business Law Journal, 17 (1990), 

 electronic. 

 

*“What Should a Law-Governed State Be?”  Soviet Law and Government (Summer, 1989). 

 

*Harold J. Berman, “The Rule of Law and the Law-Based State (Rechtsstaat),” The Harriman Institute 

Forum, 4:5 (May, 1991). Also in Barry (ed.), Toward the “Rule of Law” in Russia? 

 

Yuri Feofanov, “A Return to Origins: Reflections on Power and Law,” Soviet Law and Government, 29:3 

(Winter, 1990-91); Feofanov and Donald Barry, Politics and Justice in Russia: Major Trials of the Post-

Stalin Era; 

 

Nicholas Lampert, "Law and Order in the USSR:  The Case of Economic and Official Crime," Soviet 

Studies, 36:3 (1984), 366-385, AND Whistleblowing in the Soviet Union; Fridrikh Neznansky, The 

Prosecution of Economic Crimes in the USSR, 1954-1984; Peter H. Solomon, Jr., "Soviet Politicians and 

Criminal Prosecutions," (cf. #7). 

 

Arkady Vaksberg, The Soviet Mafia 
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Gordon Smith, "Procuratorial Campaigns Against Crime," in D. Barry, ed., Soviet Law after Stalin, pp. 

143-167. 

 

Dina Kaminskaya, Final Judgment, part three; Rudolph Tokes (ed.), Dissent in USSR; Robert Sharlet, 

"Dissent and its Repression in the Soviet Union, Current History, Oct. 1977 and 1980; Sidney Bloch and 

Peter Reddaway, Russia's Political Hospitals; Theresa Smith, No Asylum: State Psychiatric Repression in 

the Former U.S.S.R.; Amy Knight, The KGB; Robert Hornsby, Protest, Reform and Repression in 

Khrushchev’s Soviet Union. 

 

Konstantin Simis, "The Making of the New Soviet Constitution:  Conflict over Administrative                    

Justice," Soviet Union, 6, 2, pp. 203-208; Donald Barry, "The Development of Soviet 

Administrative Procedure," in Soviet Law After Stalin, 3, pp. 1-24; Robert Sharlet, The New Soviet 

Constitution of 1977: Analysis and Text. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Reforming Criminal Law under Gorbachev: Crime, Punishment and the Rights of 

the Accused,” in D. Barry ed., Toward the “Rule of Law” in Russia?; Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Legality in 

Soviet Political Culture: A Perspective on Gorbachev’s Reforms,” in Lampert and Rittersporn, eds., 

Stalinism and After. 

 

Valerii Savitskii, “Democratization in the USSR: Toward the Freedom of the Individual through Law and 

Courts,” Criminal Law Forum, 2:1 (Autumn, 1990), and “Selected Problems of Judicial Reform Criminal 

Justice and the Protection of Individual Rights in the USSR,” ibid., 2:(Winter 1991). 

 

Eugene Huskey, “Between Citizen and State: The Soviet Bar (Advokatura) under Gorbachev,” Columbia 

Journal of Transnational Law, 28:1 (1990). 

 

Peter B. Maggs, “Enforcing the Bill of Rights in the Twilight of the Soviet Union,” University of Illinois 

Law Review, 1991:4; Hubert Hausmaninger, “The Committee of Constitutional Supervision of the USSR,” 

Cornell International Law Journal 23 (1990) and “From the Soviet Committee of Constitutional 

Supervision to the Russian Constitutional Court,” ibid., 25 (1992). 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “The USSR Supreme Court: History, Functions and Future Prospects,” American 

Journal of Comparative Law, 38:1 (1990). 

 

 

 

7.  Judicial Reform under Yeltsin 

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr, “Courts in Russia: Independence, Power and Accountability,” in A. Sajo (ed), 

Judicial Integrity (2004), 225-252. 

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr. and Todd S. Foglesong, Courts and Transition in Russia: The Challenge of 

Judicial Reform, chapter 7. 

 

*Gordon Smith, “The Struggle over the Procuracy,” in Solomon, Reforming Justice in Russia (1997). 

 

*Stanislaw Pomorski, “In a Siberian Criminal Court,” East European Constitutional Review, 11:1/2 

(Winter/Spring 2002), 111-117. Electronic. 
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*Kathryn Hendley, “Rewriting the Rules of the Game in Russia: The Neglected Issue of the Demand for 

Law,” East European Constitutional Review, 8:4 (Fall 1999), 89-95, and comment by Pistor. Electronic 

See also Kathryn Hendley, “Legal Development in Post-Soviet Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 13:3 (July-

Sept. 1997). Electronic. 128.104.94.54/m/ndqyz/legal_devmt.pdf 

 

“The Conception of Judicial Reform in the RSFSR,” Statutes and Decisions, 30:2 (March-April 1994), 

whole issue; Eugene Huskey, “Russian Judicial Reform after Communism,” in Peter Solomon, ed., 

Reforming Justice in Russia, 1864-1996;; Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “The Limits of Legal Order in Post-

Soviet Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 11:2 (1995), updated version in Russian (Spring 1997). 

 

Sarah Reynolds, “The Revival of the Jury in Russia,” in Solomon, Reforming Justice in Russia; Stephen 

Thaman, “The Resurrection of Trial by Jury in Russia,” Stanford Journal of International Law, 31:1 

(1995). 

 

Stanislaw Pomorski, “Justice in Siberia: A Case Study of a Lower Criminal Court in the City of 

Krasnoyarsk,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 34:4 (2001), 447-478; Todd Foglesong, “Who 

Has the Body? Judicial Review of Arrest and Pretrial Detention in Russia,” Wisconsin International Law 

Journal, 14:3 (1996.;  

 

Valery Savitskii, “Will There be a New Judicial Power in the New Russia?” Review of Central and East 

European Law, 1993, no. 6. 

 

Eugene Huskey, “The State-Legal Administration and the Politics of Redundancy,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 

11:2 (April-June, 1995). 

 

Pamela Jordan, Defending Rights in Russia: Lawyers, the State, and the Legal Reform in the Post-Soviet 

Era (2006); Jordan, “The Russian Bar (Advokatura) and the State in the 1990s,” Europe-Asia Studies, 

50:5 (July 1998), 565-91;  Jordan, “Russian Lawyers as Consumer Protection Advocates, 1992-1995,” The 

Parker School Journal of East European Law, 3:4-5 (1996), 487-517. 

 

Frances Foster, “Izvestiia as a Mirror of Russian Legal Reform: Press, Law and the Crisis in the Post-

Soviet Era,” Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law, 26:4 (1993). 

 

Anthony Olcott, Russian Pulp: The Detektiv and the Way of Russian Crime. 

 

 

8.    The Constitutional Court and Administrative Justice 

 

*Herman Schwartz, The Struggle for Constitutional Justice in Post-Communist Europe, chpt.5. 

 

*David Remnik, “The Trial of the Old Regime,” The New Yorker, Nov. 30, 1992 (Electronic), OR Lenin’s 

Tomb, part 5. 

 

*Alexei Trochev, “Between Authoritarianism and Territorial Disintegration: Judicial Vision of Russian 

Federalism,” unpublished, 2006. 

 

*Alexei Trochev, “Competing for Judge-Made Law: The Politics of Intra-Judicial Conflicts in Russia and 

the Czech Republic,” unpublished (2003). 

 

*Alexei Trochev, “Suing Russia at Home,” Problems of Post-Communism (Sept-Oct 2012), 18-34. 
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Alexei Trochev, Judging Russia: The Role of the Constitutional Court in Russian Politics, 1990-2006. 

Available electronically. 

 

Alexander Vereshchagin, Judicial Law-Making in Post-Soviet Russia (with case studies on labour law and 

joint stock companies); William Pomerantz and Max Gutbrod, “The Push for Precedent in Russian’s 

Judicial System,” Review of Central and East European Law, 37:1 (2012), 1-30; Carla Thorson, Politics, 

Judicial Review and the Russian Constitutional Court. 

 

William Burnham and Alexei Trochev, “Russia’s War between the Courts: The Struggle over the 

Jurisdictional Boundary between the Constitutional Court and Regular Courts,” American Journal of 

Comparative Law, 55:3 (2007), 381-453; Peter Krug, “Departure from the Centralized Model: The 

Russian Supreme Court and Constitutional Control” Virginia Journal of International Law 37 (1997):725-

787, OR “Russia’s Departure from the Centralized Model of Constitutional Control,” unpublished paper 

(1997); William Pomerantz, “The Russian Constitutional Court and the Birth of Russian Federalism,” 

Parker School Journal of East European Law, 4:4 (1997), 401-443. 

 

Yuri Feofanov, “The Establishment of the Constitutional Court in Russia and the Community Party Case,” 

Review of Central and East European Law, 1993, no. 6;  Mark F. Brzezinski, “Toward `Constitutionalism’ 

in Russia: The Russian Constitutional Court,” International and Comparative Law Quarterly, 42 (July 

1993); “Neobychnoe delo: Konstitutsionnyi sud i sudba KPSS,” Svobodnaia mysl, 1993, no. 2; “The 

Jurisprudence of the First Russian Constitutional Court,” Statutes and Decisions, 30:3-6. 

“The Russian Constitutional Court Revisited,” Statutes and Decisions, 31:4 and 5 (1995), contains the 

1994 law on the constitutional court and selected decisions for 1995. 

 

Frances Foster, “Freedom without Problems:  the Russian Judicial Chamber on Mass Media,” Parker 

School Journal of East European Law, 3:2 (1996); and Foster, “Information and the Problem of 

Democracy: The Russian Experience,” American Journal of Comparative Law, 44:2 (Spring 1996); 

Peter B. Maggs, “The Russian Constitutional Court’s Decision on Residence Permits and Housing,” 

Parker School Journal of East European Law, 2:4-5 (1995). 

 

Donald Barry, “Decision-making and Dissent in the Russian Federation Constitutional Court” in Roger 

Clark, et al., eds, International and National Law in Russia and Eastern Europe;  Robert Sharlet, 

“Russia’s Second Constitutional Court: Politics, Law, and Stability,” in Victoria Bonnell and George 

Breslauer, eds., Russia in the New Century: Stability or Disorder? 

 

Andrea Chandler, “Citizenship, Social Rights and Judicial Review in Regime Transition: the Case of 

Russia,” Democratization (2013). 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Judicial Power in Russia: Through the Prism of Administrative Justice,” Law and 

Society Review, 38:3 (2004), 549-582; Kathryn Hendley, “Suing the State in Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 

18:2 (2002), 122-47. 

 

 

9.   Resolving Business Disputes: Courts and Alternatives 

 

*Barbara Zschoch, “Tax Fraud in Yaroslavl’s Small Enterprises: Techniques, Causes, Cures,” unpublished 

(1998). 
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*Vadim Volkov, “Organized Violence, Market Building, and State Formation in Post-Communist Russia,” 

in Ledeneva and Kurkchiyan, eds., Economic Crime in Russia. 

 

*Jordan Gans-Morse, “Threats to Property Rights in Russia: From Private Coercion to State Aggression,” 

Post-Soviet Affairs, 228:3 (2012), 263-95. 

 

*Alena Ledeneva, How Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices that Shaped Post-Soviet Politics and 

Business, chapters 1 (on informal practices) and 7 (on post Soviet tolkachi), and skim 5 (on shadow barter) 

and 6 (on double accountancy).  

 

*Tatiana Kyselova, “Dualism of Ukrainian Commercial Courts: Exploratory Study,” Hague Journal on the 

Rule of Law, 6 (2014), 178-201. 

 

Thomas Firestone, “Criminal Corporate Raiding in Russia,” The International Lawyer, 42:4 (Winter 

2008), 1207-29; Firestone, “Armed Injustice: Abuse of the Law and Complex Crime in Post-Soviet 

Russia,” Denver Journal of International Law and Policy 38 (2009); Vadim Volkov, et al., “Proizvol’naia 

aktivnost pravookhranitelnykh organov v sfere borby ms ekonomicheskoi prestupnostiu: Analiz statistika.” 

St. Petersburg: Institut problem pravoprimeneniia. www.enforce.ru   Click on “Analiticheskii zapiski”. E. 

Novikova, ed., Rule of Law in Russia: Issues of Implementation, Enforcement and Practice (Moscow, 

2010)—on law and business; Michael Rochlitz, “Corporate Raiding and the Role of the State in Russia,” 

Post-Soviet Affairs 30:2-3 (2014), 89-114; Andrei Yavkolev, et al., “Means of production versus means of 

coercion: can Russian business limit the violence of a predatory state?” ibid., 171-94; Anton Kazun, 

“Violent Corporate Raiding in Russia: Preconditions and Protective Factors, Demokratizatsiya, 23:4 (fall 

2015), 459-  .  

 

Richard Sakwa, Putin and the Oligarch: The Khodorkovsky-Yukos Affair; and The Quality of Freedom: 

Khodorkovsky, Putin, and the Yukos Affair. 

 

Thane Gustafson, Wheel of Fortune: The Battle for Oil and Power in Russia. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Criminalization, Decriminalization, and Post-Communist Transition: The Case of 

the Russian Federation,” in Building Justice in Post-Transition Europe: Processes of Criminalisation 

within Central and East European Societies, edited by Kay Goo,dall et al.  

 

Marina Zaloznaya, “Organizational Cultures as Agents of Differential Association: Explaining Variation in 

Bribery Practices in Ukrainian Universities,” Crime, Law, and Social Change, 58:3 (2012), 295-320; Ella 

Paneakh, Pravila igry dlia russkogo predprinimatelia; Alena Ledeneva, “Corruption in Postcommunist 

Societies in Europe: A Reexamination,” Perspectives on European Politics and Society, 10:1 (April 2009), 

69-86; G.A. Satarov, ed., Rossiiskaia korruptsiia: uroven struktura, dinamika: Opyt sotsiologicheskogo 

analiza (2013).. 

 

Stanislav Markus, Property, Predation, and Protection: Piranha Capitalism in Russia and Ukraine 

(2015). 

 

Andrei Yakovlev, “’Black Cash’ Tax Evasion in Russia: Its Forms, Incentives and Consequences at Firm 

Level,” Europe-Asia Studies, 53:1 (2001), 33-55. 

 

Katherina Pistor, “Supply and Demand for Contract Enforcement in Russia: Courts, Arbitration and 

Private Enforcement,” Review of Central and East European Law, 22:1 (1996);  Paul Rubin, “Growing a 

Legal System in the Post-Communist Economies,” Cornell International Law Journal, 27:1 (1994); 

http://www.enforce.ru/
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Rubin, “Promises, Promises: Contracts in Russia and Other Post-Communist-Economies,” Shaftesbury 

Papers, II;  Rubin, Contracts in Russia and Other Post-Communist Economies; Andrew Barnes, Owning 

Russia: the Struggle over Factories, Frames and Power. 

 

Kathryn Hendley, “Remaking an Institution: The Transition in Russia from State Arbitrazh to Arbitrazh 

Courts,” American Journal of Comparative Law, 46:1 (Winter 1998);  Hendley, “Legitimating Judicial 

Institutions: Russian Economic Courts in Transition,” unpublished (1998); Hendley, “How Russian 

Enterprises Cope With Payments Problems,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 15:3 (July-September, 1999); Hendley, 

“Beyond the Tip of the Iceberg: Business Disputes in Russia,” in Peter Murrell, Assessing the Value of 

Law in Transition Economies; A. Dmitreva, K. Titaev, and I. Chetverikova, “The State and Business at 

Arbitrazh courts,” Russian Politics and Law, 54:2-3 (March-June, 2016). 

 

Peter Kahn, “The Russian Bailiffs System and the Enforcement of Civil Judgements,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 

18:2 (April-June 2002); Solomon and Foglesong, Courts and Transition, chpt.8; Gilles Favarel-Garrique, 

“A Power Horizontal: The Public-Private Enforcement of Judicial Decisions in Russia,” Europe-Asia 

Studies, 67:4 (2015), 606-23. 

 

Stephen Handelman, Comrade Criminal: The Theft of the Second Russian Revolution; Phil Williams, ed., 

Russian Organized Crime: The New Threat?; Special issue of Demokratizatsiya, 2:3 (Summer, 1994) on 

organized crime; Aleksandr Gurov, Krasnaia mafiia; Fredrico Varese, The Russian Mafia: Private 

Protection in a New Market Economy; Caroline Humphrey, The Unmaking of Soviet Life:  Everyday 

Economies after Socialism, 1, 4-6;; Serguei Cheloukhine, “The Roots of Russian Organized Crime: From 

Old-fashioned Professionals to the Organized Criminal Groups of Today,” Crime, Law and Social Change. 

50 (2008), 353-374. 

 

Vadim Volkov, Violent Entrepreneurs: the Use of Force in the Making of Russian Capitalism; Volkov, 

“Violent Entrepreneurship in Post-Communist Russia,” Europe-Asia Studies, 51:5 (July 1999); Volkov, 

“Between Economy and the State: Private Security and Rule Enforcement in Russia,” Politics and Society, 

28: (Dec.2000), 483-507;  Volkov, “The Political Economy of Protection Rackets in the Past and the 

Present,” Social Research, 67:3 (Fall 2000), 709; Volkov, “The Selective Use of State Capacity in 

Russia’s Economy: Property Disputes and Enterprise Takeovers, 1998-2002,” in Creating Social Trust in 

Post-Socialist Transition, ed. Janos Kornai, et al.-  

 

Gilles Favarel-Garriques, Policing Economic Crime in Russia; Richard Lotspeich, “Crime in the 

Transition Economies,” Europe-Asia Studies, 47:5 (1995), “Criminal Russia,” Russian Politics and Law 

(July-Aug. 1995); Victor Sergeyev, The Wild East: Crime and Lawlessness in Post-Communist Russia; 

Anton Oleinik, Organized Crime, Prison, and Post-Soviet Societies; Anna Politkovskaya, Putin’s Russia, 

145-193 (“How to Misappropriate Property with the Connivance of the Government”); Ethan Burger, 

“Following Only Some of the Money in Russia,” Demokratizatsiya, 17:1 (Winter 2009), 41-72.. 

 

 

 

10.   Putin, Law and Constitutional Development  

 

*The Constitution of the Russian Federation (December 1993). 

 

*Elena Chebankova, “Adaptive Federalism and Federation in Putin’s Russia,”  Europe-Asia Studies, 60:6 

(August 2008), 993-1015. Electronic. 

 

*James Richter, “Putin and the Public Chamber,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 25:1 (2009), 39-65. Electronic. 
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*Nikolai Petrov, Masha Lipman and Henry Hale, “Three Dilemmas of Hybrid Regime Governance: Russia 

from Putin to Putin,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 30:1 (2014), 1-26. Electronic. 

 

*Alena Ledeneva, How Russia Really Works: The Informal Practices That Shaped Post-Soviet Politics 

and Business, chapters 2 and 3 (on black PR and kompromat) and skim 4 (on krugovaia poruka). 

 

Ledeneva, Can Russia Modernise? Sistema, Power Networks and Informal Governance (2013). 

 

Richard Sakwa, “The Dual State in Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 26:3 (July-Sept 2010), 185-206. 

 

Tomila Lankina, “Local Government,” in Routledge Handbook of Russian Politics and Society (2012), 

edited by Graeme Gill and James Young. (See also chapters on the evolution of other political institutions);  

Tomila Lankina, “President Putin’s Local Government Reform,” in The Dynamics of Russian Politics, ed. 

Peter Reddaway and Robert Orttung, eds. (2005).  

 

Alexei Trochev and Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Courts and Federalism in Putin’s Russia,” in ibid. 

 

Leonid Polishchuk, “Legal Initiatives in Russian Regions: Determinants and Effects,” in Peter Murrell, ed., 

Assessing the Value of Law in Transition Economies; Polishchuk, “Legal Foundations of Federal States:  

Flexible or Rigid:  Canadian Experience and Russian Dilemmas,” in Peter Solomon, ed., Making 

Federalism through Law: Canadian Experience and Russian Reform under Putin. 

 

Jeffrey Kahn, “The Federal Reforms of Vladimir Putin,” in Kahn, Federalism, Democratization, and the 

Rule of Law in Russia. 

 

Elena Chebankova, Putin’s Reforms and the Management of the Regions; J. Paul Goode, The Decline of 

Regionalism in Putin’s Russia: Boundary Issues; “Russian Regional Politics under Putin and Medvedev,” 

Special issue edited by Cameron Ross, Europe-Asia Studies, 63: 3 (May 2011) 

 

Eugene Huskey, Presidential Power in Russia; Paul Chaisty, Legislative Politics and Executive Power in 

Russia. 

 

Andrei Medushevsky, “Power and Property in Russia:  The Adoption of the Land Code,” EECR, 11:3 

(Summer 2002), 105-118; and Thomas Remington, “Russia’s Federal Assembly and the Land Code,”  

ibid.,99-104; Stephen Wegren and Vladimir Belenkiy, “The Political Economy of the Russian Land 

Market,” Problems of Post-Communism, 45:4 (July-August 1998), 56-66;  Wegren “Observations on 

Russia’s New Agricultural Land Legislation,” Eurasian Geography and Economics, 43:8 (2002);  Wegren 

and Belenkiy, “Change in Land Relations: The Russian Land Market, “David O’Brien and Stephen 

Wegren, eds., Rural Reform in Post-Soviet Russia (2002); Wegren “Russia’s New Land Legislation,” 

(preprint: National Council for Eurasian and EE Research, 2003). 

 

Robert Sharlet, “The Politics of Constitutional Amendment in Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 13:3 (1997); 

Sharlet, “Putin and the Politics of Law in Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 17:3 (2001), 195-234. 

 

Alexei Trochev, “Less Democracy, More Courts: A Puzzle of Judicial Review in Russia,” Law and Society 

Review, 38:3 (2004), 513-545. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., ed., Making Federalism through Law: Canadian Experience and Russian Reforms 

under Putin (CREES, 2003); Solomon, ed., The Dynamics of “Real Federalism:: Law, Economic 
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Development, and Indigenous Communities in Russia and Canada (CREES, 2004). Solomon, ed., Recrafting 

Federalism in Russia and Canada: Power, Budgets, and Indigenous Governance (CREES, 2005); Solomon, 

ed., New Actors in Northern Federations: Cities, Mergers, and Aboriginal Governance in Russia and Canada, 

(CERES, 2006). 

 

Leah Gilbert, “Crowding Out Civil Society: State Management of Social Organisations in Putin’s Russia,” 

Europe-Asia Studies, 68:9 (Nov 2016), 1553-78; Elena Chebankova, “The Evolution of Russia”s Civil Society 

under Vladimir Putin: Grounds for Optimism or a Cause for Concern?” Perspectives on European Politics and 

Society, 10 (Summer 2009); Leah Gilbert and Harley Balzer, “Civil Society,” in Routledge Handbook of 

Russian Politics and Society (2012); “NGOs and Power Ministries in Russia,” The Journal of Power 

Institutions in Post-Soviet Societies, 9 (2009), electronic; L Geir Flikke, “Resurgent authoritarianism: the case 

of Russia’s new NGO legislation,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 32:2 (2016), 103-31. 

 

 

11.    Putin, the Courts, and the Administration of Justice      

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Post-Soviet Criminal Justice: The Persistence of Distorted Neo-inquisitorialism,” 

Theoretical Criminology, 19:2 (2015), 159-78. Electronic. 

 

*Kristi O’Malley, “Not Guilty Until the Supreme Court Finds You Guilty: A Reflection on Jury Trials in 

Russia,” Demokratizatsiya, 14:1 (Winter 2006), 42-58. Electronic. 

 

*Alexei Trochev, “All Appeals Lead to Strasbourg? Unpacking the Impact of the European Court of 

Human Rights in Russia,” Demokratizatsiya, 17:2 (Spring 2009), 145-178. Electronic. 

 

*Ella Paneyakh, “Faking Performance Together: Systems of Performance Evaluation in Russian 

Enforcement Agencies and Production of Bias and Privilege,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 30:2-3 (2014), 115-136. 

Electronic. 

 

*Alena Ledeneva, “Telephone Justice in Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs 24:4 (December 2008), 324-350. 

Electronic. AND/OR Ledeneva, Can Russia Modernize? Chapter 5. 

 

William E. Pomerantz, “Legal Reform through the Eyes of Russia’s Leading Jurists: the Vlast Debate on 

the Russian Judiciary,” Problems of Post-Communism, 57:3 (May 2010), 3-10. Electronic. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “The Criminal Procedure Code of 2001: Will It Make Russian Justice More Fair?”  

in Ruling Russia: Crime, Law and Justice in a Changing Society, ed. William Pridemore (2005); 

Solomon,  “Putin’s Judicial Reform: Making Judges Accountable as Well as Independent,”  East 

European Constitutional Review, 11:1/2 (Winter/Spring 2002), 117-124, Electronic. 

Solomon, “Threats of Judicial Counterreform in Putin’s Russia,” Demokratizatsiya, 13:3 (Summer, 2005), 

325-345. Revised and enlarged version in Kathryn Hendley, ed., Remaking the Role of Law: Commercial 

Law in Russia and the CIS.  Huntington, New York: Juris Publishing, 2007; Solomon, “Assessing the 

Courts in Russia: Parameters of Progress under Putin,” Demokratizatsiya, 16:1 (Winter 2008); Peter H. 

Solomon, Jr., “Realizing Judicial Independence and Accountability under the Russian Constitution of 

1993,” published in Russian in Konstitutsionnyi Vestnik, 2008, no.1 (19), 180-191 (unpublished in 

English); Solomon, “President Medvedev and the Courts: the Start of a New Era?” in J.R. Black and 

Michael Johns, eds, From Putin to Medvedev: Continuity or Change?, eds J.L. Black & Michael Johns;  
 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Plea Bargaining Russian Style,” Demokratizatsiya, 20:3 (Summer 2012), 282-99; 

Ekaterina Moiseeva, “Plea Bargaining in Russia: the role of defence attorneys and the problem of 
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asymmetry,” International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice  (2016), 1-22; Solomon, 

“Understanding Russia’s Low Rate of Acquittal: Pretrial Screening and the Problem of Accusatorial Bias, 

Review of Central and East European Law, 40:1 (2015), 1-30.. 

 

“Law Enforcement and the Courts in Russia: Studies from the Institute for the Rule of Law of European 

University at St. Petersburg,” special issue of Russian Politics and Law edited by Peter Solomon and 

Vadim Volkov, 54:2-3 (March-June, 2016), including: “The Practical Logic of Judicial Decision-Making: 

Discretion under Pressure and Compromises at the Expense of the Defendant,” by Ella Paneyakh; “The 

Courts and the Law Enforcement System: the Price of Compromise,” by Mikhail Pozdniakov; 

“Investigators in Russia: Who Creates Practice in the Investigation of Criminal Cases?” by Kirill Titaev 

and Maria Shkliaruk; “The Contribution of Migrants to Crime in Russia: Evidence from Court Statistics),” 

by Aryna Dmitrevna.  E.L. Paneakh ,et al. “Obvinitel’nyi uklon v ugolovnom protsesse: faktor prokurora”. 

St.Petersburg: Institut problem pravoprimeneniia. www.enforce.ru click on “Analiticheskie zapiski”. 

“The Judicial System of the Russian Federation: A System-Crisis of Independence,” Report prepared by 

Russian Axis (see www.russianaxis.org); Michael Chernyi v. Oleg Deripaska Decision of the High court 

of Justice, Queen’s Bench Division, Commercial Court (UK) of 3 July 2008 by Mr. Justice Christopher 

Clarke; “Allegations of Politically-Motivated Abuses of the Criminal Justice System in Council of Europe 

Member States”, Report of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (June 2009); Jeffrey 

Kahn, “Report on the Verdict against M.B. Khodorkovsky and P.L. Lebedev,” The Journal of Eurasian 

Law, 4:3 (2011), 321-411. 

 

Anton Burkov, The Impact of the European Convention on Human Rights on Russian Law: Legislation 

 and Application in 1996-2006. See also Peter Krug, “Strasbourg Review: Russia and the European Court 

 of Human Rights,” (unpublished, 2003), and Krug, Peter. “Internalizing European Court of Human Rights  

 Interpretations: Russia’s Courts of General Jurisdiction and New Directions in Civil Defamation Law.”  

 Brooklyn Journal of International Law 32:1 (2006), 1-65; Philip Leach, “Strasbourg’s Oversight of 

 Russia: An Increasingly Strained Relationship,” Public Law (winter 2007), 640-654; Angelika 

 Nussberger, “The Reception Process in Russia and Ukraine,” in A Europe of Rights: The Impact of the 

 ECHR on National Legal Systems, edited by Helen Keller and Alex Stone Sweet; “Russia and European 

Human Rights” Special issue, Review of Central and East European Law 37 (2012); Lisa McIntosh 

Sundstrom, “Russian NGOs and the European Court of Human Rights: A Spectrum of Approaches to 

Litigation,” Human Rights Quarterly, 36 (2014), 844-68. For an update, check the website of the  

European Court of Human Rights, in particular its latest annual report, for data on Russian cases at the 

Court. 

 

Katljin Malfliet and Stephen Parmentier, eds., Russia and the Council of Europe: 10 Years After, 

 

Pamela Jordan, “Criminal Defense Advocacy in Russia under the 2001 Criminal Procedure Code” 

American Journal of Comparative Law, 53:1 (winter 2005), 157-188; Eugene Huskey, “Speedy, Just and 

Fair: Remaking Legal Institutions in Putin’s Russia,” in Wolfgang Danspeckgruber, ed., Perspectives on 

the Russian State in Transition; Ekaterina Khodzhaeva and Yulia Shesternina, “Strategies and Tactics of 

Criminal Defenders in Russia in the Context of Accusatorial Bias,” Russian Politics and Law, 54:2-3 

(March-June 2016). 

 

Kathryn Hendley, “Reforming the Procedural Rules for Business Litigation in Russia: To What End?  

Demokratizatsiya, 11:3 (Summer 2003), 363-380; Hendley “Assessing the Rule of Law in  

Russia.” Cardozo Journal of International and Comparative Law 14:2 (2006), 347-391. 

 

http://www.enforce.ru/
http://www.russianaxis.org/
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Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Justice of the Peace Courts in Russia,” Demokratizatsiya, 11:3 (Summer 2003), 

381-397; Kathryn Hendley, “Assessing the Role of the Justice-of-the-Peace Courts in the Russian Judicial 

System,” Review of Central and East European Law, 37 (2012), 1-30; and Hendley Everyday Law in 

Russia.. 

 

Kathryn Hendley, Everyday Law in Russia (2017);l“ Hendley, “Resisting Multiple Narratives of Law in 

Transition countries: Russia and Beyond,” Law & Social Inquiry, 40:2 (Spring 2015), 531-52; Hendley, 

“Justice in Moscow?” Post-Soviet Affairs, 12:6 (2016), 491-511. See also her “Selected Publications of 

Kathryn Hendley,” https://law.wisc.edu/profiles/pubs.php?iEmployeeID=143  

 

Alexei Trochev, “Judicial Selection in Russia: Towards Accountability and Centralization,” in Kate 

Malleson and Peter Russell, eds., Appointing Judges in an Age of Judicial Power (2006). 

 

Maria Popova, Politicized Justice in Emerging Democracies: A Study of Courts in Russia and Ukraine.  

 

Pamela Jordan, “Does Membership Have its Privileges?: Entrance into the Council of Europe and 

Compliance with Human Rights Norms,” Human Rights Quarterly, 25 (August 2003); J.D. Kahn, 

“Russia’s ‘Dictatorship of Law’ and the European Court of Human Rights,” Review of Central and East 

European Law, 2004, no.1. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., and Pamela Ryder-Lahey, Model District Courts in Action: Achievements and 

Lessons in a Russian-Canadian Collaboration. 

 

Basmannoe pravosudie: uroki samooborony. Posobie dlia advokatov (Prochti i peredai drugomu). 

 

Galina Eniutina, “Korruptsiia v sudebnykh organakyh,” unpublished monograph (2002), available from 

instructor. 

 

William Burnham and Jeffrey Kahn, “Russia’s Criminal Procedure Code Five Years Out,” Review of 

Central and East European Law, 33:1 (2008), 1-94; Stephen C. Thaman, “Jury Trial and Adversary 

Procedure in Russia: Reform of Soviet Inquisitorial Procedure or Democratic Window-Dressing?” in 

Russia and its Constitutional: Promise and Political Reality, edited by Gordon Smith and Robert Sharlet 

(2008), 141-180; Thaman, “The Nullification of the Russian Jury: Lessons for Jury-Inspired Reform in 

Eurasia and Beyond,” Cornell International Law Journal, 40:2 (Spring 2007), 357-428; Nikolai Kovalev, 

Criminal Justice Reform in Russia, Ukraine, and the Former Republics of the Soviet Union: Trial By Jury 

and Mixed Courts (2010). 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr.,“The Reform of Policing in the Russian Federation,” Australian and New Zealand 

Journal of Criminology, 38:2 (2005), 30-40; Thomas Gerber and Sarah Mendelson, “Public Experiences of 

Police Violence and Corruption in Contemporary Russia; A Case of Predatory Policing?”Law and Society 

Review, 42:1 (2008), 1-44; Brian D. Taylor, State Building in Putin’s Russia: Policing and Coercion after 

Communism: “Russia’s Police Reform,” translated materials, Statutes and Decisions: The Laws of the USSR 

and its Successor States,46:4, 5, and 6, and 47:1-4; “Police Brutality and Police Reform in Russia and the 

CIS,” The Journal of Power Institutions in Post-Soviet Societies, 13 (2012), electronic. 

 

Lauren McCarthy, Trafficking Justice: How Russian Police Enforce New Laws, from Crime to Courtroom 

(2015); Alexandra Orlova, “The Russian ‘War on Drugs’:  A Kinder, Gentler Approach?” Problems of 

Post-Communism (January-February, 2009), 23-34; Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Improving Criminal Law in 

the Russian Federation: Business Crimes and Humanization,” unpublished in English (2010); Cai 

Wilkinson, “Putting ‘Traditional Values’ into Practice: The Rise and Contestation of Anti-

https://law.wisc.edu/profiles/pubs.php?iEmployeeID=143
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Homopropaganda Laws in Russia,” Journal of Human Rights 13 (2014), 363-79. 

 

Vadim Volkov, et al. “Kak obespechit nezavisimost sudei v Rossii,” Analiticheskaia zapiska (July 2012) of 

Institut problem pravoprimeneniia www.enforce.ru;  Vadim Volkov and Aryna Dzmitryieva,’ 

“Recruitment Patterns, Gender, and Professional Subcultures of the Judicial in Russia,” International 

Journal of the Legal Profession (2015); V. Volkov, et al., Rossiiskie sud’i: sotsiologichestkoe issledovanie 

professii (Moscow: Norma, 2015). 

 

 

12.    The Putin Regime and the Law: Nihilism, Law as a Value, and the New Instrumentalism  

 

*Marina Kurkchiyan, “The Illegitimacy of Law in Post-Soviet Societies,” in Law and Informal Practices: 

The Post-Communist Experience, ed. Denis Galligan and Marina Kurkchiyan. 

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Courts, Law and Policing under Medvedev: Many Reforms, Modest  

Change, New Voices,” in Larry Black and Michael Johns, eds., Russia after 2012 (Routledge, 2013). 

 

*Jeffrey Kahn, “The Law is a Causeway: Metaphor and the Rule of Law in Russia,” Social Sciences 

Research Network, google title or use http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2480625##  

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “The Unexpected Demise of Russia’s High Arbitrazh Court and the Politicization 

of Judicial Reform,” Russian Analytical Digest, no.147 (April 17, 2014).  Electronic 

 

*Ekaterina Mishina, “The Kremlin’s Scorn for Strasbourg,” on website of the Institute of Modern Russia, 
http://imrussia.org/en/analysis/law/2388-the-kremlins-scorn-for-strasburg. 

 

*Vladimir Gelman, “Calculus of Dissent: How the Kremlin Is Countering Its Rivals,” Russian Analytical 

Digest, 15 April 2015. Electronic. 

 

Grigory Vaypan, “Acquiescence Affirmed, Its Limits Left Undefined: The Markin Judgement and the 

Pragmatism of the Russian Constitutional Court vis a vis the European Court of Human Rights,” Russian 

Law Journal, 3:2 (2015). Access via Google. 

 

Council of Europe, Commissioner for Human Rights, Opinion: “Legislation and Practice in the Russian 

Federation on Non-Commercial Organisations in the Light of Council of Europe Standards, An Update” 

(July 9, 2015). 

 

Maria Popova, “Putin-Style ‘Rule of Law’ and the Prospects for Change,” Daedalus, 146:2 (Spring, 2017). 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Law in the Regulation of Politics: Putin’s Authoritarian Instrumentalism,” (paper 

in progress); Solomon, “Putin’s New Presidency and the Criminal Law: Punishment as the Universal 

Solution,” unpublished April 2013. 

 

Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Law in Public Administration: How Russia Differs,” Journal of Communist 

Studies and Transition Politics, 24:1 (March, 2008). Electronic. 

 

Caroline Humphrey, “Dirty Business, ‘Normal Life”, and the Dream of Law,” in Ledeneva and 

Kurkchiyan, eds.,  Economic Crime in Russia. 

 

Mikhail Krasnov, “The Rule of Law,” in Between Dictatorship and Democracy, ed. Michael McFaul. 

http://www.enforce.ru/
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2480625##
http://imrussia.org/en/analysis/law/2388-the-kremlins-scorn-for-strasburg
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Kathryn Hendley, “Are Russian Judges Still Soviet?” Post-Soviet Affairs, 23:3 (July-Sept., 2007), 240-

274; Kathryn Hendley, “Telephone Law and the Rule of Law: The Russian Case,” Hague Journal on the 

Rule of Law, 1:2 (Sept 2009), 241-62. 

 

Henry St. George Brooke and Jordan Gans-Morse, “Putin’s Crackdown on Mortality: Rethinking Legal 

Nihilism and State Capacity in Light of Russia’s Surprrising Pulic Health Campaigns,” Problems of Post-

communism, 66 (2016), 1-15. 

 

Ilian Cashu and Mitchell Orenstein, “The Pensioners’ Court Campaign: Making Law Matter in Russia,” 

EECR, 10:4 (Fall 2001), 67-71, and reaction by Kathryn Hendley, “’Demand’ for Law in Russia--A Mixed 

Picture,” ibid., 72-77. 

 

William M. Reisinger, “Legal Orientations and the Rule of Law in Post-Soviet Russia,” in Sally J. Kenney, 

et al., eds., Constitutional Dialogues in Comparative Perspective;  James Gibson, “Russian Atittudes 

toward the Rule of Law,” in Law and Informal Practices: The Post Communist Experience, ed. Galligan 

and Kurkchiyan. 

 

Dinamika pravosoznaniie naseleniia Rossii: Otchet po itogam sotsiologicheskogo issledovaniia.AND 

other materials from the INDEM studies of attitudes toward the courts in Russia (2007-2009). 

 

Sredstva massovoi informatsii i sudebnaia vlast v Rossii (problemy vzaimodeistviia.  Otnosheniia mezhdu 

sudebnoi vlastiu i SMI v usloviiakh konstitutsionnoi demokratii (10-11 iiunia 2000 goda).  

Stenograficheskii otchet 

 

Alena Ledeneva, Russia’s Economy of Favours: Blat, Networking and Informal Exchange; Stephen Lovell 

and Alena Ledeneva, eds. Bribery and Blat in Russia: Negotiating Reciprocity form the Middle Ages to the 

1990s, especially Volkov,” Patrimonialism versus Rational Bureaucracy: On the Historical Relativity of 

Corruption;” Caroline Humphrey, “Rethinking Bribery in Contemporary Russia,” in The Unmaking of 

Soviet Life: Everyday Economies after Socialism. 

 

Creating Social Trust in Post-Socialist Transition, ed. Janos Kornai et al;  Building a Trustworthy State in 

Post-Socialist Transition, ed. Janos Kornai and Susan Rose-Ackerman; William L. Miller, et al., A Culture 

of Corruption? Coping with Government in Post-Communist Europe; Stephen Kotkin and Andras Sajo, 

eds., Political Corruption in Transition: A Sceptic’s Handbook; Anna Grzymala-Busse, “Political 

Competition in the Post-Communist State: Rethinking the Determinants of State Corruption,” (unpublished 

2004); Ivan Krastev, Shifting Obsessions: Three Essays on the Politics of Anticorruption. 

 

Eugene Huskey, “The Bureaucracy,” in Routledge Handbook of Russian Politics and Society (2012). 

Electronic; Robert Brym and Vladimir Gimpelson, “The Size, Composition, and Dynamics of the Russian 

State Bureaucracy in the 1990s;” Slavic Review. 63:1 (Spring 2004), 90-112; Eugene Huskey, “From 

Higher Party Schools to Academies of State Service: The Marketization of Bureaucratic Training in 

Russia,” unpublished (2002);  Huskey, “The Politics of Civil Service Reform in Russia,” Problems of 

Post-Communism (July 2003); A.V.Obolonskii, Biurokratiia dlia XXI veka: Modeli gosudarstvennoi 

sluzhby;  Fond INDEM, Diagnostika Rossiiskoi Korruptsii: Sotsiologicheskii Analiz. 

 

Vladimir Gel’man, “The Vicious Circle of post-Soviet Neopatrimonialism in Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs 

(2015); “The Unrule of Law in the Making: the Politics of Informal Institution Building in Russia,” 

Europe-Asia Studies, 56:7 (Nov., 2004), 1021-58; Authoritarian Russia: Analyzing Post-Soviet Regime 
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Changes, “Opportunities and Constraints of Authoritarian Modernisation: Russian Policy Reforms in the 

2000s,” Europe-Asia Studies, 68:1 (January 2016), 97-117. 

 

Marina Kurkchiyan. “Russian Legal Culture: An Analysis of Adaptive Response to Institutional Transfer” 

Law & Social Inquiry 34:2 (2009) 337–364.  

 

Mikhail Antonov, “Conservatism in Russia and Sovereignty in Human Rights,” Review of Central and 

East European Law, 39 (2014), 1-40; Bill Bowring, “Russia and Human Rights: Incompatible Opposites?” 

Gottingen Journal of International Law 1 (2009), 257-278; Mary McAuley, Human Rights in Russia. 

 

 

13.    Post-Communist Legal Development: Comparative Perspectives and Foreign Assistance (extra 

session, optional for undergraduates) 

 

*Michal Bobek, “The Fortress of Judicial Independence and the Mental Transitions of Central European 

Judiciaries,” European Public Law, 14:1 (2008), 100-127. Electronic. 

 

*Alexei Trochev, “Meddling with Justice: Competitive Politics, Impunity, and Distrusted Courts in Post-

Orange Ukraine,” Demokratizatsiya, 18:2 (Spring 2010), 122-147. Electronic. 

 

*Bojan Bugaric and Tom Ginsburg, “The Assault on Postcommunist, Courts,” Journal of Democracy, 

27:3 (July 2016), 69-81. 

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “Improving Russian Justice with Foreign Assistance: Model Courts and the 

Tactical Approach,” Governance, 23:3 (July 2010), 437-62. Electronic. OR 

 

*Peter H. Solomon, Jr., “The Accountability of Judges in Post-Communist States: From Bureaucratic to 

Professional Accountability,” in Anja Seibert-Fohr, ed., Judicial Independence in Transition: 

Strengthening the Rule of Law in the OSCE Region. Electronic. 

 

*Kim Lane Scheppele, “Constitutional Renewal Must be Done by Hungarians for Hungarians,” A 

conversation. Hungarian Spectrum (2012), 

http://hungarianspectrum.wordpress.com/2012/07/12/constitutional-renewal-must-be-done-by-hungarians-

for-hungarians/  AND “In Praise of the Tavares Report,” 

http://hungarianspectrum.wordpress.com/2013/07/03/kim-lane-scheppele-in-praise-of-the-tavares-report/ 

OR 

 

*Maria Popova, “Be Careful What You Wish For A Cautionary Tale of Post-Communist Judicial 
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3) Visit the PJRC's Resources Guide at 

http://link.library.utoronto.ca/MyUTL/guides/index.cfm?guide=pjrc. Click on "Databases and Indexes" 

from the table of contents; or 
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Kiebuzinski, Slavic Resources Coordinator and Head, Petro Jacyk Central and East European Resources 

Centre. 
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