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WOMEN IN WESTERN POLITICAL THOUGHT 
 

Spring 2015  
 

J. Nedelsky 
 
 

Office Hours: THURSDAY, 4:00-5:00, Faculty of Law, Flavelle 318  
 

416-978-4214 
j.nedelsky@utoronto 

 
The best way to reach me is by e-mail.  If urgent, leave message with my assistant, 

Aleatha Cox, 416 978 5797, aleatha.cox@utoronto.ca 
 
 
 
 

The focus of this course is not on critique of the tradition, but how contemporary 
feminists build on the strengths of the tradition and offer alternatives to its limitations.  In 
particular, we will focus on four overlapping areas that have been the subject of 
important critiques of the tradition by feminists:  the conception of reason, the treatment 
of the body, the concept of autonomy, and the role of human dependence in envisioning 
the autonomous individual and the competent citizen.  We will see how contemporary 
feminist theorists are developing serious alternatives to the tradition.  We will also 
consider the ways in which these areas—reason, the body, autonomy, and dependence—
are related to one another.  Taken together, the feminist alternative approaches to these 
issues not only transform the role of women in political thought, but the core arguments 
of political theory.  

 
 

COURSE MATERIALS:  Love’s Labor:  Essays on Women, Equality and Dependency,  
by Eva Feder Kittay is available from Amazon and may also be at used bookstores. We will 
be reading almost the whole book (all but 50 pages). Additional readings are posted on 
Blackboard, sometimes as links, sometimes as pdfs. The links also appear in the syllabus. 
 
ALL CLASSES WILL BE BASED ON DISCUSSIONS OF THE READINGS , SO 
PLEASE GET THE MATERIALS AND READ THEM. I suggest printing out the on 
line materials in advance. The readings are accessible and the assignments moderate in 
length. Part of the objective of the course is to learn how to do close reading and 
analysis of texts. That is why the number of pages assigned is modest. But it also means 
that you will not get much out of the course unless you have done the readings for each 
class.  
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:   

mailto:j.nedelsky@utoronto
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Summary: 
One 2 page paper, 10%  
Two sets of questions: 5% 
Peer Review of draft paper: 5% 
5 page paper: 25% 
Final exam:  55% 
 
Details: 
 
 
ALL STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO READ EACH OTHER’S PAPERS 
AND QUESTIONS. 
 
Two page paper 10%  These assignments are individual papers, but organized by groups 
noted in the syllabus. There are 10 groups, one group each week except first and last.  
The weeks papers are due are listed in the outline of the readings below.  The papers must 
be posted on Blackboard under the discussion forum for that week, by 2:00 PM THE 
WEDNESDAY BEFORE CLASS.   
 
Students who want to improve their grade can submit an additional paper on the readings 
for the last class. The higher grade is the one that will count. 
 
The paper should offer an analysis of one of the main issues or arguments of the readings 
assigned for that week.  (Unless otherwise stated on the syllabus), when more than one 
reading is assigned, students may choose to focus on one, or compare the two, but there 
needs to be at least some discussion of both readings. It is also useful to make 
comparisons to previous readings or class discussions. Students will be divided into 6 
groups and the weeks their papers are due are listed in the outline of the readings below.  
The papers must be posted on Blackboard under the discussion forum for that week, by 
2:00 PM THE MONDAY BEFORE CLASS.  Students will receive their paper back 
after class.  Students should be prepared to discuss their paper in class.  
 
Questions: 5% (for both sets of questions) 
Twice during the term, assigned by the group you are in, each student will be required to 
post on Blackboard a question on the readings and one question on one of the student 
papers. You should post on Blackboard which paper you will be posing a question on so 
that all papers will receive a question. Pick a paper to post a question on that no one else 
has picked. If all have been taken, you may past a second question: total for the two 
questions, 100-150 words. The questions must be posted on Blackboard under the 
discussion forum for that week, by 10:00 AM THE DAY OF THE CLASS.  DO NOT 
POST AS A THREAD UNDER THE PAPER YOU ARE RESPONDING TO. 
MAKE SURE THE QUESTION ON THE STUDENT PAPER IS 
CONSTRUCTIVE. Most people will get a grade of 75, 79 or 85, but lower and higher 
grades are possible. IF you are not doing an additional paper, you may make up one set 
of questions for the last week. 
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NO LATE TWO PAGE PAPERS OR QUESTIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED, as they 
are part of the class discussion for that week. However, students can let me know in 
advance if they cannot do the assignment for that week, and do it the following week.  
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE IN CLASS THE DAY THEY HAVE 
ASSIGNMENTS DUE, AS THEY WILL BE EXPECTED TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
CLASS DISCUSSION. If the student is not present, 4 points will be deducted from 
the grade. On the day your assignment is due, students should check in at the 
beginning of class to have their attendance noted.  
 
ANY STUDENT CAN POST A QUESTION FOR ANY WEEK. Given the size of 
the class, I will not be able to respond to individual inquiries. 
 
5 PAGE PAPER and draft, 25%.  
Both paper and draft need to be submitted on turnitin.com. DRAFT DUE FEBRUARY  
10, PAPER DUE at noon FEBRUARY 23. In addition to submitting on turnitin.com, 
PLEASE SUBMIT A HARD COPY OF THE FINAL PAPER IN THE POLITICAL 
SCIENCE OFFICE, TOGETHER WITH THE DRAFT AND THE PEER REVIEW 
SHEET.  PAPERS SUBMITTED WITHOUT THE DRAFT AND PEER REVIEW 
WILL BE MARKED AS LATE UNTIL THE DRAFT AND PEER REVIEW ARE 
SUBMITTED. 
 
 The use of turnitin.com is voluntary. If you object to using turnitin, you should 

submit your paper along with all your notes used in writing the draft, revising it, 
and writing the final paper. 

 
Turnitin.com:    "Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays 
to Turnitin.com for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible 
plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their essays to be included as source 
documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they will be used solely 
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University's 
use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com web site”. 

 
Part of the point of writing a draft is to improve it. Papers that are virtually identical to 
the draft will not be graded as highly, because this part of the assignment was not done. 
 
Lateness penalty is 2% per day past the deadline. Late papers should be submitted to 
turnitin.com, to the Political Science office as soon as it is open, and to Professor 
Nedelsky by email. Weekend days count. If you have another assignment due the same 
day, let me know two weeks in advance. 
 
 
 
The questions for the paper are as follows (choose 1 topic): 
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1. Using  2 of  the following authors (assigned in the first 5 weeks of readings),  Mairs, 
Gatens, Bordo, Schott,  make an argument about how and why treating human being as 
embodied makes a difference to generating theories of justice, equality, freedom or 
democracy. You may also draw on Zerilli’s “Feminist Theory and the Canon of Political 
thought.” In answering the question, be as specific as possible. You may use examples of 
problems that have arisen in the past because of failures to attend to embodiment, but you 
should be sure also to include constructive examples of the positive difference attention 
to embodiment makes. 
Do not write on an author you have focused on for your 2 page paper. (You may 
briefly bring in that author.) 
 
 
2. Using 2 of the following authors, (assigned in the first 5 weeks of readings) Lloyd, 
Lorde (you may use both of her essays, but still need to use another author in addition), 
Krause, Nedelsky make an argument about how paying attention to emotion as part of 
human cognition makes a difference in political theory. You may talk about how an 
author not only makes arguments about emotion, but calls forth an emotional response 
from the reader as part of her contribution to understanding the issues she addresses.  Be 
specific, using examples, about the contribution attention to emotion makes to 
understanding the issues the authors address, or other examples of issues relevant to the 
core subjects of political theory, such as justice, equality, freedom or democracy. 
Do not write on an author you have focused on for your 2 page paper. (You may 
briefly bring in that author.) 
 

“Plagiarism is a  serious academic offence and will be dealt with accordingly.  For 
further clarification and information on plagiarism please see Writing at the 
University of  Toronto   http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources”.  

 
 
 
PEER REVIEW  of paper draft 5%. 
DUE FEBRUARY 13 (EXTENSIONS AVAILABLE UNTIL FEB 16) YOU NEED TO 
INFORM THE PERSON WHOSE PAPER YOU ARE READING IF YOU ARE 
TAKING THE EXTENSION. TO BE SUBMITTED BY EMAIL TO YOUR FELLOW 
STUDENT AND POSTED ON BLACKBOARD UNDER ASSIGNMENTS 
Students are required to provide constructive feedback on the draft mid term paper of one 
other student. The grade for the peer review will normally be either a “+ “ or a check.  A 
check means that the student’s combined grades for their other work will not be affected 
either way (unless a 65 will improve their final grade).  Students who offer particularly 
detailed and helpful comments on the draft paper will receive a “+”. This could serve to 
bump a grade up if it is close to a line say between B and B+.  A comment sheet that is 
turned in, but with very little content will receive a 55. 
 
Students who do not turn in editorial comments will receive a 0 for this assignment. 
LATE PEER REVIEW COMMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  Any student 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources
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who will not meet the deadline should notify the author of the paper immediately. 
Students available to do an extra review for bonus marks should let Professor 
Nedelsky know. 
 
Students are encouraged to take advantage of the fact that they have an advance draft to 
also get editorial advice from other friends (in the course or not). Remember that the 
better your draft, the more helpful the comments can be. Very rough drafts are difficult to 
respond to helpfully. 
 
 
Final exam during exam period: 55%   
To prepare for the final exam, students must review all the readings and class discussions.  
Sample questions will be available in advance. It is a 3 hour exam.   
 
BONUS MARKS: 
I encourage students to form small groups at the beginning of each class to write a 
summary of the class discussion and lecture. They should produce a 1-2 page 
SUMMARY of the class’s discussion, with a brief commentary about how the discussion 
contributed to the main themes of the course.  The summary is to be posted by NOON 
ON THE WEDNESDAY BEFORE CLASS. The summary should be posted in the 
discussion forum for the week of the class summarized. Ideally, the following week these 
students should be prepared to comment on the links between the main points of the 
previous week’s discussion and the current readings. Participation in the summary groups 
will serve as bonus marks to bump up a close grade, as between a B and a B+.  
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WEEK 1   01/08 
 
Introduction 
Read Nancy Mairs, “carnal acts,” from minding the body, Patricia Foster, ed.  Posted on 
Blackboard 

WEEK 2   01/15 

Linda Zerilli,  “Feminist Theory and the Canon of Political Thought,” in The Oxford Handbook 
of Political Theory 
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/oso/private/content/oho_politics/
9780199548439/p021.html#oxfordhb-9780199548439-chapter-5  Search under “Contemporary 
Currents” section. 

Moira Gatens, “Politicizing the Body,” in The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory  
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/oso/private/content/oho_politics/
9780199548439/p060.html#oxfordhb-9780199548439-chapter-37 

Susan Bordo, Unbearable Weight:  Feminism, Western Culture and the Body, Introduction, pp. 
1-15, 33-42.  PDF on BB 

Group 1 paper, group 2 and 3 questions 
 
WEEK 3   01/22 
 
Genevieve Lloyd, Man of Reason,  Introduction, Preface,  Conclusion, on line: 
http://site.ebrary.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/lib/utoronto/docDetail.action?docID=100969
81. Link on Blackboard. 
“Busy Lives,” http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08164640600925992, link on Blackboard. 
And 

Audre Lorde, “Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power”  in Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches 
http://lit.alexanderstreet.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/wols/view/1000060649  

Group 2  paper, group 3 and 4 questions.   

WEEK 4   01/29 

Sharon Krause, Civil Passions: Moral Sentiment and Democratic Deliberation, Introduction 
Posted on BB.   

Audre Lorde,  “The Uses of Anger: Women Responding to Racism” in Sister Outsider: Essays 
and Speeches http://lit.alexanderstreet.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/wols/view/1000060649  

 

 

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/oso/private/content/oho_politics/9780199548439/p021.html#oxfordhb-9780199548439-chapter-5
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/oso/private/content/oho_politics/9780199548439/p021.html#oxfordhb-9780199548439-chapter-5
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/oso/private/content/oho_politics/9780199548439/p060.html#oxfordhb-9780199548439-chapter-37
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/oso/private/content/oho_politics/9780199548439/p060.html#oxfordhb-9780199548439-chapter-37
http://site.ebrary.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/lib/utoronto/docDetail.action?docID=10096981
http://site.ebrary.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/lib/utoronto/docDetail.action?docID=10096981
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08164640600925992
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Group 3 paper, group 4 and 5 questions.  

WEEK 5  02/05 

Robin May Schott, “Resurrecting Embodiment,” in A Mind of One’s Own: Feminist Essays on 
Reason and Objectivity, Louise M. Antony and Charlotte E. Witt, eds. (Boulder: Westview 
Press, 2002).  Posted on BB. 

J.  Nedelsky, “Dilemmas Of Passion, Privilege, and Isolation: Reflections on Mothering in a 
White, Middle-Class Nuclear Family” in Mother Troubles: Rethinking Contemporary Maternal 
Dilemmas (Boston: Beacon Press, 1999).  Posted on BB.  Think about the role of affect in this 
article. 

Group 4 paper, group 5 and 6 questions. Discuss both articles. 
 
DRAFT OF PAPER DUE FEBRUARY 10, PEER REVIEW COMMENTS ON DRAFT DUE 
FEBRUARY 16 

 WEEK 6   02/12 

Linda Zerilli, “Toward a Feminist Theory of Judgment,  Signs, Vol. 34, No. 2 (Winter, 2009), pp. 
295-317,  
 http://www.jstor.org/stable/25195294 . 
 
Optional: Can a woman harass a man?: Toward a cultural understanding of bodies and power 
Bordo, Susan, Philosophy Today; Spring 1997; 41, 1; ProQuest pg. 51 
http://simplelink.library.utoronto.ca/url.cfm/220057 
 

Group 5 paper, group 6 and 7questions.  

 
READING WEEK - February 16 - 22 

WEEK 7   02/26 

Jennifer Nedelsky, “Reconceiving Autonomy,” The Yale Journal of Law and Feminism 1 
(1989):  7-36, posted on Blackboard 
 
Dorothy Allison, Skin, pp. 9-36.   

Group 6 paper, group 7 and 8 questions. Be sure to discuss both pieces. You might want to 
comment on the ways in which Allison uses emotion as an integral part of a reasoned 
presentation of the construction of self and autonomy. 

 

http://simplelink.library.utoronto.ca/url.cfm/220057
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WEEK 8  03/05  PAPERS RETURNED 

Marilyn Friedman, “Autonomy, Social Disruption, and Women”, in Relational Autonomy: 
Feminist Perspectives on Autonomy, Agency, and the Social Self, Catriona Mackenzie and 
Natalie Stoljar, eds.  
http://books2.scholarsportal.info.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/viewdoc.html?id=/ebooks/ebooks
0/oxford/2009-11-30/2/0195123336 
 
Jennifer Nedelsky, “Law, Boundaries and the Bounded Self,” Representations 30 (Spring, 1990), 
162-189. Posted on Blackboard 
 
This class will also include an important lecture introducing Rawls as background to 
Kittay. 
 
Group 7 paper, group 8 and 9 questions.   

WEEK 9   03/13 

Eva Kittay, Loves Labor,  pp. 1-48 

Group 8 paper, group 9 and 10 questions 

WEEK 10  03/20 

Kittay, pp 49-99 

Group 9 paper, group 10 and 1questions 

WEEK 11   03/27 

100-116, 147-161 SESHA, afterword 182-188 

Group 10  paper, group 1and 2 respond 

WEEK 12   04/03 

Nedelsky, “Introduction” to Part  time for All; and Allison Weir, “The Global Universal 
Caregiver: Imagining Women’s Liberation in the New Millennium,” 12 Constellations 308-330 
(2005), posted on Blackboard 

Replacement paper; replacement questions. (You cannot do both questions and paper).  Be sure 
to discuss both pieces. 
 
REVIEW:  Bring questions 


