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University of Toronto 
Department of Political Science and Aboriginal Studies Program 

 
JPA461H1  

GLOBALIZATION AND INDIGENOUS POLITICS 
Fall 2011, Mon. 12-2 pm, LA 340 

Prof. Rauna Kuokkanen 
Office hours: Tuesdays 1-3 pm or by appointment 

Office: Aboriginal Studies Program Rm. 218, 563 Spadina Avenue 
Email: Rauna.kuokkanen@utoronto.ca 

 
Course Description 
 
The course introduces students to critical considerations of globalization from the perspective of 
indigenous peoples. Issues explored in the course include indigenous epistemologies, impacts of 
globalization on indigenous peoples, international indigenous organizing, human rights and indigenous 
social movements. It examines indigenous communities as heterogeneous locations where not only 
impacts of globalization but forms of engagement and resistance take various forms.  
 
In order to understand the specificity of indigenous peoples’ political struggles and social movements, 
the course will begin with a quick overview of colonization and its links to globalization. The focus will 
be on two dimensions of globalization: the global corporate economy and global indigenous organizing 
in the United Nations. The course pays particular attention to contributions by indigenous scholars and 
activists and seeks to provide students an understanding of globalization from a perspective of 
indigenous peoples while exploring tensions within and without.  
 
Course Aims and Objectives 
At the completion of this course, the successful student will: 

1. Examine the political, social, economic and cultural impacts of globalization from an indigenous 
peoples’ perspective; 

2. Examine and compare various forms of indigenous resistance to globalization; 
3. Identify and describe the main human rights mechanisms protecting indigenous rights; and 
4. Assess the tension between globalization ideologies and indigenous worldviews. 

 
Required Readings 

1. Engle, Karen. The Elusive Promise of Indigenous Development. Rights, Culture, Strategy. Durham & 
London: Duke University Press, 2010. (Available at the Toronto Women’s Bookstore, 73 
Harbord Street, just west of Spadina Avenue, ph. 416-922-8744).  

2. A custom courseware package (available at the University of Toronto Bookstore, 214 College 
Street, phone: 416.640.7900). 

3. Journal articles available online through the UToronto Library website (search under e-journals). 
These readings are marked by * in the syllabus. 

 
Course Evaluation 

Participation     15%  On-going 
Bi-Weekly Comments   20%  Scheduled in-class 
Critical Analysis     25%   Due in class 6 
Research Paper    40%  Due in class 12 
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1. Participation:  
The course is organized as a seminar and the students are expected to attend all classes and be 
prepared each week to actively participate by generating discussion and presenting, elaborating ideas 
and evaluating on the topic under review. Participation mark also includes in-class activities and 
assignments.  
 
The breakdown of the participation mark (in addition to attendance): 

 
A- to A+: Contributed frequently and appropriately to discussions; demonstrated critical 
understanding of assigned readings; applied relevant material from readings and lectures to the 
issue; built on the comments of others. Demonstrated active listening and brought in weekly 
commentary on the readings, news articles or current event. 
 
B- to B+: Contributed regularly; demonstrated understanding of main points of readings; 
occasionally employed relevant materials from readings and lectures to the issue; offered 
observations but did not integrate or build on other's contributions. 
 
C- to C+: Contributed a few times; demonstrated having read assigned material; employed some 
theory in understanding issues; made statements unconnected to main subject or repeated 
comments already offered. 
 
D- to D+: Was present but contributed minimally to discussion; little demonstration of having read 
or applied reading assignments; offered comments which did not advance discussion of the issues.  
 
F: Did not attend regularly or at all. 

 
2. Bi-Weekly Comments: 

The core of the course will be the discussions of the assigned reading each week. To structure and 
facilitate an informed discussion, students will be required to write “Comments” on the readings. 
The comments should be your reflections on one reading in relation to the topic of that class. 
Students are encouraged not only to comment on what they find particularly interesting, important 
or troubling in the readings, but how this connects to previous readings and to the ongoing 
dialogue. The class is divided into two groups and each of the students from one of the groups 
writes (individually) a comment every second week. In other words, each week, each of the students 
from one of the groups is responsible for posting a 500-750 word commentary on the reading. 
 
The comments are required to be posted on Blackboard by Friday at 12noon before class. Late 
comments will not be accepted, but if you are unable to attend class on a day your comment or 
response is due, you should do the comment for another class. Students will receive their 
“comments” back with very brief remarks and a grade. All students are expected to read the 
comments before class.  
 

3. Critical Analysis: 
Write a 8-10 page (double spaced, 12 font Times, 1" margins all around) critical analysis on two 
journal articles or academic book chapters of your own choosing (not listed in the syllabus) 
related to the themes of the course. In the critical analysis, you will be required to present the main 
themes and issues each piece explores, bringing them together in one coherent review, highlighting 
strengths, weaknesses and gaps in the analyses presented by the different authors, how each piece 
speaks to the central theme that unites them, and how they relate to each other. The critical analysis 
is not meant to be a summary of the readings, but rather an exercise that demonstrates you can 
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identify main concerns, reflect on the material, and relate it to other concepts in the course. You are 
encouraged to draw on additional course material in your reflections. Personal experience can also 
form the basis of the commentary, but it must be conceptualized using the assigned readings. 
 

4. Final Paper:  
The final paper allows students to deepen their understanding of a course topic that interests them 
and write a paper on it. Choose an issue relating to the course content to write a research paper or 
choose a related topic from the list below. The research paper can be either a case study (focusing 
on particular indigenous people(s) and/or issue) or a more conceptual/theoretical consideration. 
Undergraduate students: 15-20 pages in length; Graduate students: 20-25 pages in length. Topics: 

 Commodification and/or protection of indigenous knowledge 
 Biopiracy/biocolonialism and indigenous peoples 
 Indigenous peoples and biodiversity/biocultural diversity 
 Intellectual property rights and indigenous peoples  
 Indigenous peoples and climate change 
 Indigenous self-determination and global governance 
 Indigenous economies in the era of globalization 
 Globalization, environmental issues and indigenous peoples 
 Development discourse and indigenous peoples 
 Indigenous peoples’ resistance to globalization 
 Globalization and indigenous women 
 Militarization and indigenous peoples  
 Regional indigenous rights movements and globalization 
 Transnational corporations and indigenous peoples  
 Globalization, violence and indigenous peoples 

 
 
Policies 
 
Assignments must be handed in on time as hard copies (not as email attachments). For each day 
(including weekends and holidays) an assignment is late (including weekends), 2% of your total mark 
will be deducted, unless there are special circumstances and the professor is notified no less than 24 
hours before the assignment is due.  Late penalty is calculated from the date the assignment is submitted 
as a hard copy. Supporting documentation will be required before any extension is granted. 
Appropriate documentation must be submitted within one week of the late assignment or missed 
midterm. Requests due to work overload (either university-related or extra-curricular) will not be 
accepted. Missing class on the day in which an assignment is due does not give you an extension for the 
assignment. Late-assignments should be submitted to the main desk of the Political Science Department 
(on the 3rd floor of Sidney Smith Hall). Students should make sure that late submissions are signed and 
dated by staff. Only hard copies are acceptable, e-mailed or faxed assignments will not be accepted 
unless you have obtained prior approval from the professor. No assignments will be accepted after 
the last day of classes (exceptions are made for graduate students if agreed in advance with the 
professor). 
 
Students are strongly advised to keep rough and draft work and hard copies of their essays and 
assignments before handing in to the Department. These should be kept until the marked 
assignments have been returned. 
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All papers should be printed, double spaced, 12 font (Times), 1" margins all around, page numbered 
and securely stapled. Papers that go beyond the stated page limit for the assignment, or papers that do 
not conform to the directions above, may be penalized. 

In all written assignments you must follow basic academic citation rules. You may use the referencing 
style of your preference (MLA, Chicago, APA, etc.), as long as you are consistent and provide complete 
references. Please consult a style guide in case you have doubts regarding how to properly include a 
reference in your assignment. 
 
If you have concerns regarding your grade of a specific assignment (either a paper grade or a midterm 
grade) you can submit a grade appeal. No appeal will be considered unless it is accompanied by a 
detailed ½ -1 page written explanation of why you feel the grade is unjustified. Once an appeal is 
submitted the professor will reexamine the entire assignment, not just the question or paragraph 
mentioned in the appeal. The appeal process can result in one of three outcomes:  no change to the 
original grade, a higher grade, or a lower grade. If you wish to submit a written appeal, you must submit 
it within two weeks of grade submission. 
 
The final grades are final. Grades are not rounded up or a few points added to the grade. If you need to 
maintain a certain average, or get a specific minimum grade in this class, make sure that the quality your 
work warrants this grade. If you need help with any of the assignments, make an appointment with the 
professor.  
 
Communication with the Instructor 
 
The main communication tool between the instructor and students is Blackboard. Students are asked to 
check regularly (including before the class) their UToronto email address and Blackboard for 
announcements, including unexpected changes to the class schedule due to illness etc.    

If you need to contact the instructor for a course-related issue, including an assignment or test, 
post your question on Blackboard’s Discussion Board specifically dedicated to this. Use email 
only for personal matters (e.g., illness or other absence from class). Students can reasonably expect a 
response in 1-2 days. As a general rule, student inquiries sent 24 hours prior to an assignment or test will 
not be replied. Do not email the instructor to inquire about an individual mark; grades are posted on 
Blackboard and returned to the students in due course. Assignments submitted as email attachments are 
not accepted. 

Plagiarism  
 
Academic integrity is one of the cornerstones of the University of Toronto. It is critically important 
both to maintain our community which honours the values of honesty, trust, respect fairness and 
responsibility and to protect you, the students within this community, and the value of the degree 
towards which you are all working so diligently. 
According to Section B of the University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters 
(http://www.utoronto.ca/govcncl/pap/policies/behaveac.html) which all students are expected to 
know and respect, it is an offence for students to: 

• Use someone else’s ideas or words in their own work without acknowledging that those 
ideas/words are not their own with a citation and quotation marks, i.e. to commit plagiarism 
• Include false, misleading or concocted citations in their work. 
• Obtain unauthorized assistance on any assignment. 
• Provide unauthorized assistance to another student. This includes showing another student 
completed work. 
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• Submit their own work for credit in more than one course without the permission of the 
instructor. 
• Falsify or alter any documentation required by the University. This includes, but is not limited 
to, doctor’s notes. 
• Use or possess an unauthorized aid in any test or exam. 

There are other offences covered under the Code, but these are by far the most common. Please respect 
these rules and the values which they protect. Note that plagiarism is a serious academic offence and 
will be dealt with accordingly.  For further clarification and information, see the University of Toronto’s 
policy on Plagiarism at www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html or www.utoronto.ca/academicintegrity. 

Turnitin.com 

Normally students will be required to submit their course essays (Critical Analysis and Final Paper) to 
Turnitin.com for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, 
students will allow their essays to be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference 
database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to 
the University’s use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com website. 

If, as a student, you object to using Turnitin.com, an alternative arrangement for the submission of your 
written assignment will be made available. You will be required to do all of the following: 1) meet the 
instructor for a brief interview about the research process prior to the assignment due date, 2) submit all 
your rough work and notes with your assignment, and 3) submit an electronic copy of your essay to the 
instructor (in addition to a hard copy) by e-mail with the course identifier [POL 410/239] in the subject 
line. 

Please follow the instructions on how to set up a Turnitin.com account, enroll in the course and submit 
a paper in the “Turnitin.com guide for students” available on the course website. Note that all students 
(including those using Turnitin and those not) are required to submit a hard copy of their assignment 
(whether or not it is submitted late) and that, for the purposes of calculating a late penalty, it will be the 
hard copy, and not the one submitted to Turnitin.com that counts. You must attach a printout of the 
Turnitin.com receipt to the hard copy of your assignment, indicating that you have already submitted 
the electronic copy of the assignment. 
 
 

Course Schedule 
 
Week 1: Introductions, Overview and Requirements 
 
PART I: GLOBAL INDIGENOUS MOVEMENT 
 

Week 2: Colonialism and Globalization 
Required Readings: 

 Chapter 1 in K. Engle (pp. 17-45). 
 McNally, David. "Globalization: It's Not About Free Trade."  Another World Is Possible. 

Globalization & Anti-Capitalism. Winnipeg: Arbeiter Ring, 2006. 27-82.  
 Tauli-Corpuz, Victoria. "Globalization and Its Impact on Indigenous Women: The Philippine 

Case."  Indigenous Women: The Right to a Voice. Ed. Diana Vinding. Copenhagen: IWGIA, 1998. 
196-226.  
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 Tully, James. "The Struggles of Indigenous Peoples for and of Freedom."  Political Theory and the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Eds. Duncan Ivison, Paul Patton and Will Sanders. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2000. 36-59. 

 
Week 3: Who Are Indigenous Peoples? Who Decides? 
Required Readings: 

 Chapter 2 in K. Engle (pp. 46-66). 
 Daes, Erica-Irene A. Working Paper on the Concept of 'Indigenous People'. Geneva: UN Sub-

Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, 1996. [Available on 
Blackboard] 

 Eide, Asbjørn, and Erica-Irene A. Daes. Working Paper on the Relationship and Distinction between the 
Rights of Persons Belonging to Minorities and Those of Indigenous Peoples. Geneva: UN Commission on 
Human Rights, 2000. [Available on Blackboard] 

 Thornberry, Patrick. "Who Is Indigenous? Concept, Definition, Process."  Indigenous Peoples and 
Human Rights. Manchester & New York: Manchester University Press & Juris Pub., 2002. 33-60.  

 
Week 4: Indigenous Peoples and International Law 
Required Readings: 

 *Macklem, Patrick. "Indigenous Recognition in International Law: Theoretical Observations." 
Michigan Journal of International Law 30 (2008): 177-210. 

 *Morgan, Rhiannon. "Advancing Indigenous Rights at the United Nations: Strategic Framing 
and Its Impact on the Normative Development of International Law." Social & Legal Studies 13.4 
(2004): 481–500. 

 *Parrish, Austen L. "Changing Territoriality, Fading Sovereignty, and the Development of 
Indigenous Rights." American Indian Law Review 31 (2006-2007): 291-313. 

 
Week 5: Indigenous Self-Determination 
Required Readings: 

 Chapter 3 in K. Engle (pp. 67-99).  
 Anaya, James S. "Self-Determination: A Foundational Principle."  Indigenous Peoples in International 

Law. New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996. 75-96.  
 *Koivurova, Timo. "From High Hopes to Disillusionment: Indigenous Peoples' Struggle to 

(Re)Gain Their Right to Self-Determination." International Journal on Minority and Group Rights 15.1 
(2008): 1-26. 

 
PART II: INDIGENOUS RIGHTS 
 
Week 6: UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
NB: Critical Analysis due, no Bi-Weekly Comments 
Required Readings: 

 Chapter 4 in K. Engle (pp. 100-140). 
 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples [Available online at 

www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/drip.html] 
 *Gilbert, Jérémie. "Indigenous Rights in the Making: The United Nations Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples." International Journal on Minority and Group Rights 14.2-3 (2007): 
207-30. 

 Carmen, Andrea. "The Right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent: A Framework for 
Harmonious Relations and New Processes for Redress."  Realizing the UN Declaration on the Rights 
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of Indigenous Peoples: Triumph, Hope, and Action. Eds. Jackie Hartley, Paul Joffe and Jennifer 
Preston. Saskatoon: Purich, 2010. 120-43.  

 Charters, Claire. "The Legitimacy of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples."  
Making the Declaration Work: The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Eds. 
Claire Charters and Rodolfo Stavenhagen. Copenhagen: IWGIA, 2009. 280-303. [Available on 
Blackboard] 

 
Week 7: Cultural Rights and Land Rights 
Required Readings: 

 Chapters 5 and 6 in K. Engle (pp. 141-182). 
 *Anaya, James S., and Claudio Grossman. "The Case of Awas Tingni V. Nicaragua: A New Step 

in the International Law of Indigenous Peoples." Arizona Law Review  (2001): 1-15. 
 *Rose, Deborah Bird. "Land Rights and Deep Colonising: The Erasure of Women." Aboriginal 

Law Journal 3.85 (1999): 6-14. 
 *Mackey, Eva. "Universal Rights in Conflict: 'Backlash' and 'Benevolent Resistance' to 

Indigenous Land Rights." Anthropology Today 21.2 (2005): 14-20. 
 
Week 8: Talk by Prof. James Anaya, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 
Indigenous People: “The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: The 
Global Challenge of Implementation”  
NB: Different time and location: Monday 5:00pm at Faculty Lounge, Flavelle House, University of 
Toronto Faculty of Law (78 Queens Park)  
Required Readings: 

 Sambo Dorough, Dalee. "The Significance of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and Its Future Implementation." In Making the Declaration Work pp. 264-79. [Available 
on Blackboard] 

 Burger, Julian. "Making the Declaration Work for Human Rights in the UN System."  In Making 
the Declaration Work pp. 304-13. [Available on Blackboard] 

 Clavero, Bartolomé. "Cultural Supremacy, Domestic Constitutions, and the Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples."  In Making the Declaration Work pp. 344-51. [Available on 
Blackboard] 

 
Week 9: Economic Development 
Required Readings: 
Film: Crude. 2009. Joe Berlinger. 

 Chapter 7 in K. Engle (pp. 183-222). 
 *Altamirano-Jimenez, Isabel. "North American First Peoples: Slipping up into Market 

Citizenship?" Citizenship Studies 8.4 (2004): 349–65. 
 Thomas-Müller, Clayton. "Tar Sands. Environmental Justice, Treaty Rights and Indigenous 

Peoples." Canadian Dimension March/April 2008: 11-14. (Available at 
http://canadiandimension.com/articles/1760/) 

 Paley, Dawn and Sandra Cuffe. "Resistance to Pipelines Heats up in Northern BC." Canadian 
Dimension. March 7, 2011. (Available at http://canadiandimension.com/articles/3779/). 

 
PART III: RESISTANCE AND RECLAMATION 
 
Week 10: International and Local Activism 
Required Readings: 
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 Indigenous Peoples’ Seattle Declaration (available at http://www.ldb.org/indi99.htm). 
 The International Cancun Declaration of Indigenous Peoples (available at 

http://www.ifg.org/programs/indig/CancunDec.html). 
 *Stephen, Lynn. "Women’s Weaving Cooperatives in Oaxaca. An Indigenous Response to 

Neoliberalism." Critique of Anthropology 25.3 (2005): 253-78. 
 *Kuecker, Glen David. "Fighting for the Forests: Grassroots Resistance to Mining in Northern 

Ecuador." Latin American Perspectives 34.94 (2007): 94-107. 
 
Week 11:  Bolivia’s ‘Indigenous Revolution’  
Required Readings: 

 *Albro, Robert. "The Indigenous in the Plural in Bolivian Oppositional Politics." Bulletin of Latin 
American Research 24.4 (2005): 433–53. 

 *Spronk, Susan, and Jeffery R. Webber. "Struggles against Accumulation by Dispossession in 
Bolivia: The Political Economy of Natural Resource Contention." Latin American Perspectives 
34.31 (2007): 31-47. 

 *Bomberry, Victoria. "Refounding the Nation. A Generation of Activism in Bolivia." American 
Behavioural Scientist 51.12 (2008): 1790-800. 

 
Week 12:  Land Reclamation 
NB: Final Paper due, no Bi-Weekly Comments 
Film: Stolen Land. 2010. Margarita Martinez and Miguel Salazar. Colombia. 73 min. 
Required Readings: 

 Russell, Peter H. "Oka to Ipperwash: The Necessity of Flashpoint Events."  This Is an Honour 
Song. Twenty Years since the Blockades. Eds. Kiera L. Ladner and Leanne Simpson. Winnipeg: 
Arbeiter Ring, 2010. 29-46.  

 *Hill, Susan M. "Conducting Haudenosaunee Historical Research from Home. In the Shadow 
of the Six Nations–Caledonia Reclamation." American Indian Quarterly 33.4 (2009): 479-98. 

 
 
Blackboard 
 
The course uses Blackboard for its course website. To access the course website, or any other 
Blackboard-based course website, go to the UofT portal login page at http://portal.utoronto.ca and log 
in using your UTORid and password. Once you have logged in to the portal using your UTORid and 
password, look for the My Courses module, where you’ll find the link to our course website along with 
the link to all your other Blackboard-based courses.  
 
If you need information on how to activate your UTORid and set your password for the first time, 
please go to www.utorid.utoronto.ca. Under the “First Time Users” area, click on “activate your 
UTORid” (if you are new to the university) or “create your UTORid” (if you are a returning student), 
then follow the instructions. New students who use the link to “activate your UTORid” will find 
reference to a “Secret Activation Key”. This was originally issued to you when you picked up your 
Tcard at the library. If you have lost your Secret Activation Key you can call 416-978-HELP or visit the 
Help Desk at the Information Commons on the ground floor of Robarts Library to be issued a new 
one. The course instructor will not be able to help you with this. 416-978-HELP and the Help 
Desk at the Information Commons can also answer any other questions you may have about your 
UTORid and password. 
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Accessibility Needs  
The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require accommodations for a disability, 
or have any accessibility concerns about the course, the classroom or course materials, please contact 
Accessibility Services as soon as possible: disability.services@utoronto.ca  or 
 http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility. 


