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University of Toronto 
Department of Political Science 

 
POL 301Y 

Government and Politics in Africa 
 
Time:   Wed 10.00 – 12.00 
Place:   UC161 
 
Instructor:  Professor Antoinette Handley 
Office Hours:   Wed 4.15 – 6.15 
Office:   SS 3040 
E-mail:   a.handley@utoronto.ca 
Tel:   (416) 978 6567 
 

Themes 
This year-long class is designed to introduce students to the political dynamics of contemporary 
Africa.  The course will explore two related sets of issues: first, state formation and nation 
building and second, the origins and nature of the continent’s economic crisis.  The course will 
trace the historical development of the modern state system on the continent and the rise of 
contemporary African economies before moving on, in the second half of the year, to consider 
particular themes that characterize the nature of African politics.  
 

Readings 
Those readings available electronically (marked [ER] on the syllabus) can be accessed through 
the course website on BlackBoard.  
 
The course reader contains the remainder of the necessary readings (marked [CR] on the syllabus) 
and is available from the Canadian Scholar’s Press at their office or online. Second-hand copies 
may also be available from students from previous years but please note that the readings are not 
exactly the same as those in previous years. 
180 Bloor St West 
Suite 801 
Tel: 416 929 2774 
www.cspi.org 
 
A course packet of the readings is also available from short term reserve in Robarts Library. An 
additional copy  may also be made available from for sign-out from the reception for the Politics 
Dept on the 3rd floor of Sidney Smith Hall, where it can be signed out for two hours at a time, 
using your student card. 
 
For one of your assignments, you will be required to write a paper based on an assigned African 
novel.  These will be made available for purchase at the Toronto Women’s Bookstore and will 
also be available from Robarts on reserve.  
   
The Womens’ Bookstore is at  
73 Harbord St (at Spadina)  
Tel. 416 922 8744 
www.womensbookstore.com 
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Format and requirements 

Course evaluation will include two in-class examinations, and written work.  
1. Map quiz    10% 
2. African Novel Paper   25% 
3. Term Test (first semester)  25% 
4. End of year exam (second semester) 40% 

 
Map quiz: 
All students will be required to acquire a basic knowledge of African geography by the fourth 
week of the course. The map quiz will take place at some time on or after that date.  The date of 
the test will not be announced ahead of time.  You should therefore ensure that you review the 
material regularly and are ready to take the quiz at any time during that period. 
 
African novel paper: 
In the second half of the year, each student will submit a 10-12 page paper, answering an 
assigned question in relation to both the broader readings for the course and to a particular novel. 
While you may consider the literary merits of the novel in your paper, this is not what I am 
interested in.  Rather, the paper will be graded principally on your ability to discuss the novel’s 
political themes as they relate to the major issues raised by this class.  You must therefore 
explicitly relate the events and perspectives described in the novel to the political science 
readings that are paired with that novel, as well as to our discussions in the class.  (Should they be 
relevant, you are encouraged to discuss also other readings from the class; you MUST however 
explicitly compare and contrast the assigned pairings). Evidence of extra reading and an 
awareness of current issues in Africa will be rewarded. 
 
Students are strongly advised to keep rough and draft work and hard copies of their assignment 
before handing them in.  These should be kept until the marked assignments have been returned.  
All graded assignments are to be kept by students until the grades have been posted on ROSI.  
 
Due date: The paper should be submitted prior to or at the beginning of class on the first meeting 
in the Spring semester (i.e. 6th January). You are urged to make a copy of your paper before 
submitting it.  
 
Late penalty: There will be a penalty of 2% per day for late papers (including weekends i.e. 
penalties will continue to accrue at 2% per day over the weekend). Papers handed in after class on 
but before 5pm on the due date will be subject to a 1% penalty. Late papers must be submitted to 
the Politics department on the 3rd floor of Sidney Smith during business hours. You must ensure 
that the paper is dated and stamped. You should never attempt to submit your paper by leaving it 
under an office door or sending it by e-mail or fax. 
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Plagiarism is a most serious academic offense and the offender will be punished. 
In the academy where the currency of the realm is ideas, to cite someone else’s 
words or thinking without due attribution is theft.  It is not sufficient merely to 

list your sources in the bibliography or to only use footnotes.   
You must ensure that you identify and attribute all of your sources in text, 

whether you are quoting them directly or paraphrasing them. 

 
Please see  
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html 
and  
http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/document.html 
for two important documents entitled How Not to Plagiarize and Standard Documentation 
Formats  respectively.   
 
Should you require any further assistance with how to properly reference and footnote your work, 
please consult one of the many guides available in the library or the Writing Center. I am also 
happy to provide guidance at any point prior to the submission of your work as to what 
constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it.   
 
Test and exam:  
The term test will take place during class time in the last week of the first semester i.e. Wed 2 
December, 10 am. The end of year exam will occur during the final exam period. In each case, 
this test/exam will comprise a 2-hour paper calling for both short paragraph and longer essay 
answers. 
 
Please note: Missing the map quiz, the end-of-term test or the exam, or handing a paper in late 
will require an acceptable doctor’s note or other documentation. This must be submitted within 
one week of the test or assignment date and it should be submitted on the official UofT Medical 
Note form. 
 

How to contact me 
Please feel free to stop by my office during my office hours.  If you can’t make those, you should 
set up an alternative appointment with me, either by phone or e-mail.  
 
I will do my best to respond to e-mails and phone calls within 48hrs. Please note that I will not, 
however, be checking my e-mails on weekends or after hours so do not leave your requests or 
queries to the last minute. 
 
At times, I may decide to send out important course information by email. To that end, all UofT 
students are required to have a valid UofT email address. You are responsible for ensuring that 
your UofT email address is set up AND properly entered in the ROSI system. You can do that by 
using the following instructions: 
 
To submit the information to activate your UTORid and password (see below), you will need to 
click the “Validate” button. Follow the instructions on the subsequent screens to receive your 
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utoronto.ca address. Once you have your UofT email address, go to the ROSI system 
(www.rosi.utoronto.ca), log in and update the system with your new UofT email address. 
 
 

Blackboard 
Logging in to Blackboard 
Like many other courses, POL301 uses Blackboard for its course website. To access the website, 
go to the UofT portal login page at http://portal.utoronto.ca and log in using your UTORid and 
password. Once you have logged in to the portal using your UTORid and password, look for the 
My Courses module, where you’ll find the link to the POL301 course website along with the link 
to all your other Blackboard-based courses.  
 
Activating your UTORid and Password 
If you need information on how to activate your UTORid and set your password for the first time, 
please go to www.utorid.utoronto.ca. Under the “First Time Users” area, click on “activate your 
UTORid” (if you are new to the university) or “create your UTORid” (if you are a returning 
student), then follow the instructions. New students who use the link to “activate your UTORid” 
will find reference to a “Secret Activation Key”. This was originally issued to you when you 
picked up your Tcard at the library. If you have lost your Secret Activation Key you can call 416-
978-HELP or visit the Help Desk at the Information Commons on the ground floor of Robarts 
Library to be issued a new one. Prof Handley will not be able to help you with this. 416-978-
HELP and the Help Desk at the Information Commons can also answer any other questions you 
may have about your UTORid and password. 
 

 
Resources on Africa 

Columbia University has a great web-page which will provide you with links to all kinds 
of web-based resources on Africa.  
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/ 
 
The University of Delaware has a similarly encyclopedic resource page: 
http://www2.lib.udel.edu/subj/african/internet.htm 
 
A list of African newspapers can be accessed here: 
http://www.world-newspapers.com/africa.html 
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Part 1: Tracing the historical origins of contemporary Africa 
 
Week 1: 9 Sep 
Introduction 
 
Week 2: 16 Sep 
Africa before colonialism 

 [CR] Africanity Redefined: Collected essays of Ali. A Mazrui, edited Ricardo Rene 
Laremont et al., Africa World Press, Inc (2002), pp 37-63 

 [CR] Jeff Herbst, “Power and space in precolonial Africa” in States and Power in Africa, 
Princeton: Princeton University Press (2000), Chapter 2,  pp 35-57 

 
Week 3: 23 Sep 
The advent of the colonial era 

 [CR] Mahmood Mamdani, “Decentralized despotism” in Citizen and Subject, Princeton: 
Princeton University Press (1996), Chapter 2, pp 37-61 

 [CR] Crawford Young, Miscellaneous and “Constructing Bula Matari” in The African 
Colonial State in Comparative Perspective, New Haven: Yale University Press (1994), 
Excerpt from Chapter 1, and Chapter 4, pp 1-2, 77-140 

 
*****     Be ready to take the map quiz at any point from here on     ***** 

 
Week 4: 30 Sep 
Moving towards independence 

 [CR] Julius Nyerere,  “The Arusha Declaration,” in Freedom and Socialism,  Dar Es 
Salaam: Oxford University Press (1968),  Chapter 26, pp 230 -250  

 [CR] Jomo Kenyatta, Appendix: “Constitutional Conference” and “Independence Day in 
Suffering without Bitterness, East African Publishing House (1968),”, pp 209 - 217 

 [CR] Irving Markowitz, “Autonomy, nationalism and independence” in Leopold Sedar 
Senghor and the Politics of Negritude, London: Heinemann (1969), Chapter 4, pp 102 - 
118 

 
Week 5: 7 Oct 
The new generation of independent African states 

 [ER] Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, “Sovereignty and Underdevelopment” in Journal 
of Modern African Studies 24, 1, (1986) pp 1-31 

 [CR] Aristide R Zolberg, “Introduction” and “The emergence of dominant parties” in 
Creating Political Order, Chicago: Rand McNally and Co. (1980), Introduction and 
Chapter 1, pp 1 – 36 

 
Week 6: 14 Oct 
The onset of economic crisis 

 [CR] Richard Sandbrook, “Disappointments of independence” and “Why capitalism 
fails” in The Politics of Economic Stagnation,  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
(1985),  Chapters 1 and 2, pp 1 – 41  

Recommended: 
 [ER] World Bank, Can Africa Claim the 21st Century?, Washington DC (2000) 

http://www.worldbank.org/html/extdr/canafricaclaim.pdf 
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Week 7: 21 Oct 
The decline of the African state 

 [CR] Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg, “Personal rule: Theory and practice in Africa’ in 
Africa: Dilemmas of Development and Change” edited by Peter Lewis, Westview (1988), 
Chapter 1, pp 17 – 43 

 [CR] Goran Hyden, “The problematic state” in African Politics in Comparative 
Perspective, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (2006), Chapter 3, pp 50-71 

 
 

Week 8: 28 Oct 
African militaries 

 [CR] William Reno, “Introduction” and “The distinctive political logic of weak states” in  
Warlord Politics and African States, London: Lynne Rienner (1998) Introduction and 
Chapter 1, pp 1- 44 

Recommended: 
 Edward Luttwak, “What is the coup d’etat?” in Coup d’ Etat: A Practical Handbook, 

New York: Alfred A Knopf (1989), Chapter 1, pp 3-12 
 

***** Novel paper assignment now posted.***** 
 
Week 9: 4 Nov 
Structural Adjustment Programmes and the pressure to reform  

 [CR] Benno Ndulu and Nicolas van de Walle, “Africa’s economic renewal: From 
consensus to strategy” in Benno Ndulu, Nicolas van de Walle, and contributors,  Agenda 
for Africa’s Renewal, New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers (1996), Overview, pp 3-31 

 [CR] John Ravenhill, “Adjustment with growth: A fragile consensus,” in Peter Lewis (ed) 
Africa: Dilemmas of development and change, Westview Press (1998), pp 400-530  

 
Week 10: 18 Nov 
The wave of democratization 

 [ER] Michael Bratton and Nicholas van de Walle: “Neopatrimonial regimes and political 
transitions in Africa” World Politics 46, 4 (1994) pp 453-489 

 [CR] E Gyimah-Boadi,  “Africa: The quality of political reform” and “Civil society and 
democratic development” in E Gyimah-Boadi (ed), Democratic reform in Africa: The 
quality of progress, Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Press (2004), Chapters 1 and 4, pp 5-
27, 99-119 

 
Week 11: 25 Nov 
Review  
 
Week 12: 2 Dec 
Term test 
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Part 2: Themes in African Politics 
 

Week 1:   The “African” state? 
 

Week 2:  Theorising African politics I 
Modernisation theory, liberal and neo-liberal approaches 

 
Week 3:  Theorising African politics II 
Dependency and radical approaches 

 
Week 4:  Ethnic identification and so-called ethnic conflict 

 
Week 5:  Wars and conflict in Africa 

 
Week 6:  Agriculture and the peasantry 

 
Week 7:  Business and industry in Africa 
 
Week 8:  The wars of liberation 
 
Week 9:  South Africa 

 
Week 10:  Disease and Development  
TB, Malaria and HIV/Aids 

 
Week 11:  Women, Africa and Development 

 
Week 12:  Africa’s international relations 

 
Week 13:   Review 

 
End of year exam: Date and venue TBA 
Do not make travel plans until you have considered the exam timetable! 

 


