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Abstract  
Communi es of interest encompassing manifold sophis cated users, 
highly skilled enthusiasts and dedicated hobbyists are increasingly being 
taken seriously by economic geographers as sources of innova on. The 
lecture applies a me-spa al approach to empirically access the process 
through which entrepreneurial ac vi es arise and proliferate within 
such communi es. In a qualita ve ex-post analysis of two case studies 
of evolving communi es of interest – geocaching and fingerboarding – 
the lecture will trace how the social composi on of these communi es 
changed over me and how entrepreneurial ambi on co-evolved with 
these changes. Par cular emphasis will be put on the tensions between 
the communi es’ norms of sharing knowledge freely among peers and 
the entrepreneurial logic of monopolizing knowledge.  
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