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Pauline Jones Luong is currently Professor of Political Science at the University of Michigan. 
Previously, she held faculty appointments at Yale and Brown University. She received her Ph.D. 
in 1998 from Harvard University, where she was an Academy Scholar from 1998-1999 and 2001-
2002. Her primary research interests include: institutional origin and change; identity and conflict; 
the politics of economic development, and political extremism. Her empirical work focuses 
primarily on the former Soviet Union. She has published articles in several leading academic and 
policy journals, including the American Political Science Review, Annual Review of Political 
Science, Comparative Political Studies, Foreign Affairs, Politics and Society, Europe-Asia 
Studies, and Resources Policy. Her books include: Institutional Change and Political Continuity in 
Post-Soviet Central Asia: Power, Perceptions, and Pacts (Cambridge University Press, 2002); 
The Transformation of Central Asia: States and Societies from Soviet Rule to Independence 
(Cornell University Press, 2003); and most recently, Oil is Not a Curse: Ownership Structure and 
Institutions in Soviet Successor States (Cambridge University Press, 2010). Future research will 
explore secularism as a form of political extremism and will focus on countries with predominantly 
Muslim populations, including former Soviet Central Asia. Her research to date has been 
supported by several organizations and institutions, including the National Science Foundation, 
the Social Science Research Council, the United States Institute of Peace, the John T. and 
Catherine D. MacArthur Foundation, the National Council on East European and Eurasian 
Research, and the Smith Richardson Foundation. 
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